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George Bethune Retrospective  
through April 25 in the Narthex  
Arts at Plymouth is delighted to be exhibiting paintings, prints, and 

photographs by First Plymouth member George Bethune during the 

month of April. Read George's biography on the Arts Bulletin Board ï 

he will be celebrating his 90th birthday in June. 

 

Celebrating 25 Years of ONA  
Join the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns to celebrate 25 years of Open and Affirming. 

Come to the Coalitionôs National Gathering 2010: Any Body, Everybody, Christôs Body 

in San Diego from July 14 to 17. For more details, visit http://www.ucccoalition.org/

programs/gathering/. San Diegoôs renowned Gay Pride Festival takes place on July 17-

18 just a short cab ride from the conference hotel. Register in advance for just $119 per 

person at http://www.regonline.com/Checkin.asp?EventId=810884.  

 The national ONA process began in 1985 with the Fifteenth General Synodôs adoption 

of the resolution, Calling on United Church of Christ Congregations to Declare 

Themselves Open and Affirming. The Planning Committee hopes that each ONA 

congregation will send at least one delegate to San Diego to join in celebrating this 

milestone in the UCCôs commitment to the inclusion of all Godôs children at Godôs table. 

 

Thank You from Jane Anne  

 

Dear Friends of God in the Beloved Community of First Plymouth, 

 

"Thank you" seems such a small phrase to express my 

overwhelming gratitude for the beautiful worship service and 

celebration on Sunday, March 14. I will never forget your presence 

in worship with me, the multitudinous abundance of hugs, good 

wishes and prayers, the incredible energy of the laying on of hands 

and the joy of the "Snoopy dance!" (Ask around if you don't know 

the Snoopy dance!) Thank you to all who made the delicious lunch! 

The gorgeous flowers! Thank you for your exquisite giftsðthe book 

and the kite, the Pentecost stole, the prayer shawl, the scrapbook, the 

camera lens and the very generous check. They are each an expression to me of our 

deep connection. I am so humbled by your love.  

 I leave you with these paraphrased words of scripture. I thank my God every time I 

remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 

because of your sharing in the gospel from my first day with you until now. I am 

confident of this, that God who began and continues good work among you will bring 

it all to completion. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you 

hold me in your heart as I hold you in mine. All of you share in Godôs grace with me. 

Philippians 1:3-7a. 
 

  Blessings, Love, and Light, Jane Anne Ferguson  
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April Lectionary Texts  

Apr.1 Exod. 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14 Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Apr. 2 Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 Heb. 10:16-25 or 4:14-16, 5:7-9 John 18:1-19:42 

Apr. 4 Acts 10:34-43  

or Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Cor. 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43 John 20:1-18  

or Luke 24:1-12 

Apr. 11 Acts 5:27-32 Psalm 118:14-29 or 150 Revelation 1:4-8 John 20:19-31 

Apr. 18 Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11-14 John 21:1-19 

Apr.25 Acts 9:36-43 Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9-17 John 10:22-30 

April 1, 7:00 p.m. -  Holy Thursday  
This will be a simple service of remembering the events on 

the evening that Jesus was betrayed and arrested. We will 

celebrate Holy Communion in remembrance of the Last 

Supper and there will be a ritual hand-washing, symbolizing 

Jesus's act of washing the disciples' feet. 

 

April 2, 7:00 p.m. -  Good Friday  
Tonight's service will be the traditional Tenebrae service for 

Good Friday. The passion story will be read with choir and 

congregational response to help us prepare ourselves 

spiritually for Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. 

 

April 4 -  Easter Sunday     
6:30 a.m. Bible Workbench Sunrise Service at Cherry Creek 

Reservoir. Meet at the intersection of Belleview and Jamaica, 

east of Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church on Belleview. 

Arrive by 6:30, when we walk into the park. Bring a Bible 

and a chair or blanket and dress warmly. 

7:00 a.m. Worship Service in the Courtyard 

The Reverend George Anastos 

9:15 a.m. Contemplative Worship Service in the Chapel 

9:00 a.m., 11:11 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

The Reverend George Anastos 

Easter is always a day of significant celebration in Christian 

churches. It is the defining Holy Day (holi-day) of the year 

for our professed faith. We will sing the traditional hymns to 

celebrate Jesus's resurrection, and our choir will sing some 

unusual and gloriously inspiring music. Resurrection is a 

concrete reality that we are blessed to experience and 

celebrate together. 

 

April 11 -  John 21:1 -19  
The Reverend George Anastos  
Our Council chose this passage in 2007 as a guiding passage 

for their discernment. After reviewing the Futures Project 

results this story of the risen Christ appearing to his disciples 

seemed to capture much of the congregation's hope and 

faithful response to the work of God in our midst. Today's 

sermon looks hard at Jesus's repeated question to Peter, "Do 

you love me" and Peter's guarded response. 

 

April 18 -  John 20:19 -31    
Woundedness and Resurrection  
Anne Kleinkopf  
The Gospel of John describes the resurrected Jesus as still 

bearing the wounds from his crucifixion. What does it mean 

to be both wounded and resurrected? Come join us as we 

reflect on the powerful and paradoxical reality of resurrection 

in our lives. 

 

April 25 -  Psalm 23     

The Reverend George Anastos  
In 2006 I led a funeral service in our Sanctuary for a church 

member. At the request of the family, another minister, from 

a very conservative church, led the service with me. I asked 

him to lead the congregation in the recitation of Psalm 23. 

"But," he protested, "it isn't printed. How will they know 

what to say?" "Oh, they'll know it," I told him. And the 

congregation simply joined in at the appropriate time with 

one of the best known and best loved scripture passages. 

 What is it about this psalm that touches us so deeply? 

How can it continue to be a guide and stay for us 2,500 years 

after it was written?  

Worship Opportunities  

Sunday Morning at First Plymouth  

 

  9:00 a.m. -  10:00 a.m .  First Service and Childrenôs Sunday School 

  9:15 a.m. -  10:00 a.m.  Contemplative Worship in the Chapel  

10:10 a.m. -  11:00 a.m.  Christian Education for Adults, Youth, & Children  

                 Childrenôs Choir Rehearsals 

11:11 a.m. -  12:15 p.m.  Second Service  
 

All Morning: Fellowship in Plymouth Hall and Nursery Care in B09  
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Musings and Meditations  

Ministerôs Meditation 

 

Behold, you desire truth in the 

inward being. Therefore, teach me 

wisdom in my secret heart. 

 

I am writing this with the events of 

our community's last two months 

present in my mind and heart. 

Particularly in my heart. I was 

reminded powerfully of a prayer 

by one of the most profound 

spiritual figures of the Christian 

church. Dame Julian of Norwich (1342-1416) is 

considered one of the greatest English mystics, and we 

know her only through her writings. When she was thirty 

years old, she was so ill that she believed herself close to 

death and experienced remarkable visions of Christ. When 

she (to her own surprise) recovered, she recorded those 

visions in her diary and wrote of them twenty years later, 

along with a great deal of theological reflection, in Sixteen 

Revelations of Divine Love. She became well known 

throughout England as a spiritual authority and wrote a 

prayer so profound yet so accessible that it has become a 

continuing source of comfort and hope for people: 

 

"He said not 'Thou shalt not be tempested, thou 

shalt not be travailed, thou shalt not be dis-eased' 

but he said, 'Thou shalt not be overcome.'" 

 

Holding this prayer close to our hearts, we realize that it 

could only be conceived and offered by a soul tempered 

by significant adversity and distresséby someone who 

looked deep into her secret heart to find the solace, the 

meaning, and the hope offered by God. 

 Something profound happens to us when we are 

"tempested." Our secret, protected heart breaks open and 

its raw vulnerability lies helpless before uséand before 

others. And one of those "others," unexpectedly, is the 

risen Christ, himself knowing our spiritual agony. Perhaps 

for some of us this is when he is able to enter our hearts 

fully and sit beside us as "presence."  

 As resurrected presence. And resurrection, like any 

birth, is painful. And is Life. 

 

George 
 

 
 

 
 

Moderatorôs Corner 

 

Easter reminds us 

that springtime is a 

time for growth and 

renewal. So does the 

natural world 

around us. There are 

three activities just getting under way, 

which will offer opportunities to 

participate in the growth and renewal of 

our church. Two will occur in the spring 

for the first time, the result of the 

calendar alignment we approved last June when we amended 

our bylaws to reflect our new July 1-June 30 fiscal year. The 

change means that both our nominating process and annual 

fundraising campaign will now occur in April and May. 

Council, through its Ends policies, voices our aspiration for 

these two activities as a single hope: that as members of First 

Plymouth, we will be faithful and generous stewards, who 

give freely of our time, talent, and treasureðT3, as we 

sometimes call it. The third way to get involved in our 

growth and renewal is through the congregational planning 

project taking place in April and May. Mark April 11 on your 

calendar and read more about the project on page 9.  

 So, get into spring! Some wonderful folks will be asking 

you to make such commitments soon. I hope you will make 

them because you have faith that what we do at First 

Plymouth makes a difference to the community we are and to 

the community we serve. Say yes to giving, say yes to 

serving, and yes to planning for the future of our church.  

Happy Easter, Nancy (moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org) 

 

Council Update: In its meeting on March 9, Council 
addressed the upcoming planning that we hope will engage 

the congregation in thinking about how we will be church in 
the years to come.  Jerry Arca presented an outline for such 

a process, which he developed following several 

conversations with council leadership. Council approved the 
plan, which you can read about on page 9 in this issue of the 

Newsletter. Council also finalized a plan to carry out the 

annual nomination of congregation members to the various 
elected positions in our church structure, including service 

as an officer of the church or as a delegate to the Metro 
Denver Association of the UCC or the Rocky Mountain 

Conference of the UCC, and/or membership on a ministry or 

committee at First Plymouth. Because of our new, 

coordinated church calendar, nominating is now a spring 

activity. We also approved the contract for a second wireless 
communications installation on our building, which will 

generate additional revenues for the church. Council minutes 

are on the Wiki at https://firstplymouth.wikispaces.com/

Church+Council 

mailto:moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org


 

Page 4  

Reverend Karen Guy, Director of Childrenôs Ministries 

Childrenôs Programs 

Easter Morning for Children ï April 4  
 

The 9:00 a.m. worship service is intergenerational. There will be Nursery 

Care for infants from birth through 2 years and Sunday School for ages 3 

years through kindergarten. 

 

At 10:10 a.m. we will gather in Plymouth Hall for our Childrenôs and Family 

Easter Celebration. Parents of our youngest children will need to sign out 

their children and bring them to Plymouth Hall. In Plymouth Hall we will 

celebrate with singing and joyful noise. There will also be a ñGood News 

Decathlonò for children and families to 

experience the Easter Story in a new way. 

We will, of course, have an Easter Hunt 

for wrapped candy, stickers, and 

packets of garden seeds 

(which help us remember 

Godôs gift of new life). 

 

At 11:11 a.m. there is 

another worship 

service in the 

Sanctuary, with 

nursery care but no 

Sunday School for 

other children. 

First Communion Class 

Teacher - Lisa Ray 

February Teachers ï Noanie 

and Doug Geistert, Jo Boetz, 

Kim Guy, Robyn Leander, 

Michael and Angela Ajamie, 

Betty and Jerry Arca, Randy 

and Charron Feuerstein, Bill 

and Gini Blunden. 

Creatorôs Club Help ï Kim 

Guy, Jenean OôBrien, Marian 

Camden 

 

 

Boundary Training  
A Boundary Training session is 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 

13 at 7:00 p.m. Everyone 

serving in ministry with youth 

and children needs to attend a 

Boundary Training once a year. 

The session lasts an hour and is 

at the church. If you have any 

questions, please contact Rev. 

Karen Guy at  fpchildren 

@firstplymouthchurch.org or 

303-762-0616. 

Vacation Bible  

School Preview  
 

Last month, on March 21, we 

had a fun time together learning 

about India and her people, 

piquing your curiosity about this 

country on the other side of the 

world. The VBS theme this year 

is ñJourney to India,ò an 

opportunity for our children and 

their friends to learn about 

another culture. Several of you 

volunteered to help with VBS at 

the ñTaste of VBSò on March 21, 

and some children have already 

registered for the program. 

 

Continue to watch the newsletter 

and Sunday morning bulletins for 

needs that we have, both in 

supplies and staff. 
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Adult Education and Arts  

Arts at Plymouth  
 

CHANCEL CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA SPRING CONCERT 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 - 7:00 p.m.  

The First Plymouth Chancel Choir and Orchestra present an evening of 

rich choral music with orchestra. A lush offering of music in Eastertide, 

celebrating the glory of this liturgical season.  
 

CHORISTERS GUILD FESTIVAL 

Saturday, April 24, 2010 ï 8:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 

This is an all day event for youth and children. Guest choral clinicians 

will lead the children and youth of First Plymouth and a dozen other 

churches from Pueblo to Cheyenne in a day of creating and singing 

music in the Christian choral tradition. The day will culminate in a 

worship service in the Sanctuary at 2:00 p.m. with 200+ youth and 

childrenôs voices leading us in a musical service! Your children will 

move you to tears and joyful exaltation with music! Come and be a part 

of a unique and rare opportunity.  (The Choristers Guild is a Christian 

organization, enabling leaders to nurture the spiritual and musical growth 

of children and youth.)  
 

THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN FLUTE CHOIR 

Friday, April 30, 2010 - 7:00 p.m. 

The RMFC presents an evening of Irish and Celtic music in celebration of the vibrant beauty of spring and the bountiful 

spirit around us. 

April Class Schedule  
 

April 4 : Easter - No adult classes 

 

April 11, 18, 25 at 10:10 a.m. 
Bible Basics and Beyond is a year-

long course, but each unit is self-

contained, so you can show up as the 

spirit moves you. Inviting adults into a 

new adventure of learning, we explore 

biblical people, events, ideas, and 

places through reading, reflection, 

discussion, creative expression, and 

discovery. Come join our lively 

discussions. For information, call 

Fletcher Brown at 303-619-8486 or 

brownsinco@q.com.                                          

(Room 212) 
 

Bible Workbench brings the weekly 

lectionary text alive, asking open-ended 

questions to take you out of your head 

and into your heart. It promotes 

reflection, appreciation of diverse 

perspectives, and real-world 

application of the text. The only 

requirements are an open heart 

and an open mindðno previous 

Bible knowledge needed!                        

(Columbine Room) 
 

April 11 at 10:10 a.m.: 

Planning for Our Next Steps 
A town hall meeting about the newly 

chartered long-term planning project 

chaired by Jerry Arca and Debbie 

Harrington. There are seven areas 

being addressed: Dialogue, 

Constituencies, Faith Development, 

Connections, Finances, Inreach, and 

Growth. For more information, see 

page 9 in this newsletter. 

 

April 18 at 10:10 a.m.: 

Congregational Conversation 

The Sunday Morning Question  
For more information, see the back 

page of  this newsletter. 

April 25 at 10:10 a.m.: 

Lay Ministry and Everyday Life: 

Tools for Discipleship 
First Plymouth member Terry Tice will 

lead us in the first of three dialogues on 

what we can bring to new life in our 

congregation. Terry is a noted 

theologian and retired professor of 

"almost everything," as he puts it, at the 

University of Michigan. He is the 

author of the book Come, Creator 
Spirit, which has been printed in 11 

languages. This promises to be a 

thought-provoking and timely series of 

classes, so be sure to join us for one or 

all! The series continues in May - exact 

dates to be announced.  
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Outreach/Mission  

Denver Inner City Parish  
 

The Denver Inner City Parish was founded almost 50 

years ago by First Plymouth and Montview 

Presbyterian Church, with support from other churches 

soon following. It continues to be funded by personal 

and church gifts and grants. First Plymouth has 

continued to have a large presence with board 

members, volunteers, and financial contributions. The 

building at 910 Galapago is a former Methodist 

church, which early on was a shell with the walls 

stripped of plaster and sporadic heat in the winter. It 

has been restored both inside and out, and the Parish has acquired 1212 

Mariposa, also used by other organizations helping West Side residents. 

 Programming has expanded as well. The school, La Academia, 

started in 1971 and now serves 60 students, with increased requirements 

for graduation and a focus on preparing students for college. There are 

now three full-time and three part-time teachers, a special math and 

science program, and a host of volunteers, several from First Plymouth. 

Judge Jack Smith, for example, began a mock trial program seven years 

ago. Students learn about the law, legal demeanor, and the art of debate. 

These students from a school of sixty are pitted against the giant high 

schools in the area and win at least one award each year. 

 The Parish also provides a number of services to residents of the 

West Side, including a program for seniors: free lunch is four times a 

week, a chair yoga class, health services, and field trips. The ministry to 

released prisoners provides help finding jobs, bus tokens, clothing, and 

drug counseling and testing, all of which help to decrease recidivism. 

The food bank dispenses tons of food each month. The We Donôt Waste 

program relies primarily on caterers who donate unused food to Parish 

programs. Summer Day Camp is one of the finest child care programs in 

West Denver, enrolling 50-60 children each summer, many of whom are 

in the after school care program. 

 Finally, the Parish supports a growing worship community. The 

program is directed by Steve Johnsen, assisted by Allyson Sawtell, both 

UCC ministers (and Steve is a member of First Plymouth). The services 

are main-line Protestant, but include elements from other cultures and 

traditions.   

 Many organizations that were started at the same time as the Parish 

have fallen by the wayside, but with large dreams and fervent support, it 

has continued to thrive and grow. 

Remembering Rwanda: Voices of Rwanda -  Then and Now  
2nd Annual Genocide Prevention Conference 

April 6, 7, and 12 at St. Cajetan's Event Center 

www.mscd.edu/aas/events/rwandaconf.shtml 
 

Bring family and friends to this event featuring a special screening of a newly-released documentary, My Neighbor, My 

Killer , featuring keynote speaker, Emmy Award winning filmmaker Anne Aghion. 

 For more information, contact Rwanda Project Committee members: Doug Lindsey, Teena Brenkendorff, Ruth Neil, 

Jane Hall, Margo Sargent, or Linda Glenn. 

A Letter from Liberate, 
Director in Kenombe 

Village, Rwanda  
 

How a you doing. Let me op you are 

doing well. And everything is good. 

 We are doing many activities here at 

Solidarity we are got a purchase order for 

Sewing Students invest. We still don't 

have connection up to now meaning its 

not work the Internet connection. 

 There are 133 children in primary this 

semester. In secondary are 170. We have 

so, many children primary and secondary 

who come requesting any help To enroll 

them.  

 This year 

all the 

Teachers are 

in training and 

op they are all 

prepared to 

teach.  

 Thank 

you. God 

bless you, 

your families, 

your health. 

 Liberate 

http://www.mscd.edu/aas/events/rwandaconf.shtml


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

March Project Updates  
 

The young energy in LOFT is alive and well! Kendall Ruhnow (5th grade) and 

Maggie Angelo (7th grade) coordinated LOFTôs March Project to provide relief 

to Haiti. We collected stuffed animals through S.A.F.E. (Stuffed Animals for 

Emergencies), which works with Loving Hugs to distribute these stuffed 

animals to Haitian children affected by the earthquake. This was a great way 

for our kids to show care for other kids in need!    

 We also collected donations and assembled Hygiene Kits through Church 

World Services (CWS). In the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding 

poverty, these kits can mean the difference between sickness and health for 

struggling families. Each kit includes a hand towel, washcloth, toothbrush, bar 

of soap, nail clipper, comb, and six band aids. Thanks to generous donations 

by First Plymouth members and local dentists and hair salons, we were able to 

assemble these kits and help CWS pay for their shipping to those in need in 

Haiti and other areas.   
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Outreach/Mission  

Working in partnership with Share the Plate in April, 

LOFT is very excited to join with Denver Inner City 

Parish for its April project. We will head to the Parish on Saturday, April 3, at 

4:00 p.m. to join them for their Easter Candlelight Vigil and to help prepare 

and serve a community meal. We hope you and your family can join us at the 

Parish (910 Galapago Street) for this special time. What a great way to start 

your Easter celebration by being part of creating new friendships between First 

Plymouth and DICP that we hope to sustain and grow in the future. Questions? 

Contact Troy Abfalter (troy.abfalter@gmail.com) or Heather Greenwood 

(hgreenwood@comcast.net). 

Event Details: 

Easter Candlelight Vigil Worship with DICP 

Special music, outdoor bonfire, baptisms! 

Set up, assist with meal preparation, serving and dining together as a 

community after the vigil 

Saturday, April 3 at 4:00 p.m. 

In April, LOFT Teams Up With  

Loaves and Fishes 

Receives February 
ñShare the Plateò 

Offering  
 

Thanks to the continued incredible 

generosity of the First Plymouth 

members, a total of $3,115 was 

collected in the February Share the 

Plate offerings. And that was with 

significant snow on three of the four 

Sundays! Our February beneficiary, 

Loaves and Fishes, will receive 

$2,500 (80%) with the remaining 

$615 (20%) going into the Outreach 

Ministry discretionary fund.   

 

First Plymouth is one of fourteen 

Denver churches in the ñLoaves and 

Fishesò Habitat for Humanity 

sponsor group. Over the past eleven 

years, almost $550,000 has been 

raised and work crews have been 

provided for the construction of 

eleven decent, affordable homes in 

the Denver area. The February 

Share the Plate offering will go 

toward the $85,000 sponsor fee 

needed for this yearôs house. Later 

in the year, Bruce Thumm and Stan 

Harwood will once again be asking 

for volunteers to help build this 

yearôs home, and you will be invited 

to a breakfast gathering in Plymouth 

Hall on Saturday, May 15, to meet 

our partner families, see the plans 

for the 2010 house, and make plans 

for your participation this year. 

Please consider the giving of your 

ñtime,ò as you have already given 

some of your ñtreasure,ò toward this 

very worthwhile cause. As Stan 

Harwood said in the February 

newsletter, it ñkeeps giving through 

the years.ò To learn more contact 

Bruce or Stan or visit the Loaves 

and Fishes website at: 

http://web.mac.com/jtreuteler/

Loaves_and_Fishes/

Loaves_and_Fishes.html  

Can Do Sunday is April 18!  
 

Bring canned goods to put in our ñCan Doò 

cart to help feed hungry people in Denver! 



 

Menôs Breakfast -  April 10  
 

Saturday, April 10 is the next First Plymouth Menôs Fellowship 

Breakfast, at the church at 7:30 a.m.  

 FP member Chip Cole will speak about Buddhism and submits these 

questions as a conversation starter for his talk: 

Why do you believe the table in front of 

you or the chair you are sitting on is real? 

Are you sure? 

Why do you believe you are real? That you 

are a separate entity from the table or the 

chair? Are you sure? 

Why do you believe God is real? Are you sure? 

Does Christianity help you work through these questions? Or does 

science? Buddhism does! 
 

Even if your elbows are leaning on the table in front of you and you are 

not worried about falling to the floor through an imaginary chair, you 

will enjoy Chipôs presentation and the fellowship and food at the Menôs 

Breakfast. Newcomers are especially welcome! 

 

Menôs Road Trip May 28- 31  
 

The Annual Menôs Fellowship Road Trip is Memorial Day weekend 

(May 28-May 31) and we are headed to Santa Fe, with stops at Fort 

Union National Monument and Taos. In Santa Fe, we will take in the 

Plaza, the Palace of the Governors and many great museums. We ride a 

train through the New Mexico desert and stargaze on a ridge above the 

city. And as those who have been on past Road Trips know, the 

destination is not even the best part of the trip. The fellowship and 

camaraderie during the travel and at meals transcends the viewing of the 

works of mere mortals. 

 As we will learn from looking through the telescope, the universe is 

infinite. Space on the Road Trip, however, is not, so if you are interested 

contact Craig Eley as soon as possible at craig@eley.net. 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Spring Luncheon 
 

Women who have joined First Plymouth this past year will be honored at 

the Womenôs Fellowship Association spring salad luncheon on May 9. 

Linda Glenn, former church librarian, will talk about our library and 

recommend some great books for summer reading. 

 New women members will receive invitations this month, and all 

women are invitedðbring a salad for 6-8 to share.  

 Please make your reservations in the church office by May 7 and 

direct any questions to the luncheon chair, Nini Post, at 303-757-0316. 

 

The Group  
 

The Group will meet for an open house at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 

24, at the home of Marion and Jim Woodward, 4120 S Clermont Street. 

No reservation is needed; bring hearty hors dôoeuvres, wine, dessert, or 

your favorite dish to share. From S. Colorado Blvd. and Mansfield, turn 

east to Clermont Street, then south to the last house on the east side of 

that block. The Woodwardôs phone number is 303-757-4620. 
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Fellowship Opportunities  

First Plymouth Garden Plots  
If you are interested in cultivating one of the 

12 garden plots located in our west parking 

lot, contact Rebecca Woehrle at 303-221-

8560 or rfwoehrle@gmail.com. We do not 

know yet how many plots will be available, 

but the first step is to notify Rebecca. 

 

Healing Touch  
On Thursday, April 15, the Healing Touch 

Group will meet to learn and practice Whole 

Body Balancing Through the Bones. This 

helps with body alignment, blood problems, 

and the release of vitality. We will meet in the 

Columbine Room at 7:00 p.m. Questions? 

Call Dianne Hornbrook at 303-757-6996. 

 

Women's Cancer  Group  
The Women's Cancer Support Group meets 

Monday, April 19, at 10:00 in the Commons 

Room. If you are a survivor or have been 

diagnosed with cancer, we are here for you. 

 

Needlework Group  
The Needlework Group meets Thursday, 

April 22, at 2:00 p.m. in the Commons Room. 

If you are interested in making prayer shawls, 

chemo caps, doing needlework, or would like 

to learn, please join us. 
 

Caring Awards Dinner  

Donôt miss the Caring Awards Dinner on 

Sunday, April 25, honoring Marvin Buckels 

and Erna Butler. Please RSVP to the church 

office by April 16 ï call or e-mail the office 

now to reserve your place at this wonderful 

event. Itôs at 6:00 p.m. at the Inverness Hotel, 

and the entertainment will be provided by 

Pete Martinez and Trish Springer.  
 

Thursday Afternoon Circle  
The Circle meets Thursday, April 18, at 1:00 

p.m. for refreshments with our program at 

1:30 p.m. Our own Terry Crews will speak on 

ñI Gave My Waist for My Country.ò Please 

reserve your place with Martha Edwards at 

303-744-9402 for this intriguing program. 

mailto:rfwoehrle@gmail.com
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In Other News...  

Planning for Our Next Steps  
 

Now what? Where do we go from here? Whatôs next? If you have 

been asking yourself these questions since the February 28 Annual 

Meeting, pay attention to the next phase of our long-term planning 

process, approved by Church Council on March 9 and just now 

getting underway. The study will ask First Plymouth members to 

discern our future direction in seven critical areas facing our 

community and church, and there will be study group of 5-7 

members in each area. The groups will meet during April and May 

to develop specific, actionable, recommendations for First Plymouth. 

 

The questions that will be examined include: 

How can we encourage sufficient dialogue among and between 

church lay leaders, ministers, staff, and the congregation as a whole 

so that information about church issues and activities is relayed back 

and forth quickly and efficiently? (DIALOGUE) 

How can we identify and respond to the needs of unique 

constituencies within the church, such as childrenôs ministries, 

womenôs ministries, and others, in light of the reduced staffing levels 

called for by the smaller church budget? (CONSTITUENCIES) 

How can we create opportunities for our membersðthrough 

worship and educationðto grow their own faith and to progress 

along their own spiritual journeys so that they can find individual 

fulfillment in working to further the mission, vision, programs and 

initiatives of First Plymouth? (FAITH DEVELOPMENT) 

How can we create opportunities for our members to connect 

with one another in a way that creates a sense of ñneighborhoodò 

within the churchéa manner that will permit members to make 

personal connections with other members whom they might not 

connect with in the current environment? (CONNECTIONS) 

What financial giving models, new and old, can work best at 

First Plymouth to stabilize and grow Stewardship programs, special 

fund appeals and other financial support mechanisms? (FINANCES) 

How can we reach out to members who have lost the energy and 

enthusiasm for an active role at First Plymouth? (INREACH) 

How will we be able to communicate the growing energy and 

vision that will develop at First Plymouth to more and more people 

outside our doors who would have an interest in becoming part of 

our community? (GROWTH) 

 

An open meeting will be held Sunday, April 11, at 10:10 a.m. to 

discuss this phase of our planning process and get input on any of 

the seven issues to be studied. The process is led by co-chairs Jerry 

Arca and Debbie Harrington. First Plymouth members who would 

like to participate in the Study Group process should e-mail their 

name and Study Group issue of interest to Jerry at 

thearcas@aol.com or 303-296-2879 or Debbie at 303-796-7090 or 

im4la4a@hotmail.com or sign up at Mission Central by April 12. 

The 2010/2011  
Stewardship Campaign  

 

The Stewardship Ministry is excited to invite all 

members of First Plymouth to join with us as we 

faithfully redefine Stewardship. We ask that you 

consider these points:   
 

Å With this campaign, Stewardship has a goal of 

moving away from the terminology and often 

negative connotations of ñpledging,ò instead 

supporting a change to ñfinancial commitment.ò 
 

Å Stewardship is emphasizing church members to 

prayerfully consider their capacity to give from 

their abundance, rather than to give from what is 

left over.   
 

Å Changes to the ñfinancial commitment 

cardsò (FCCôs), previously known as ñpledge 

cardsò, incorporate suggested giving levels and 

ñaverageò historical giving amounts. In this way, 

we hope to encourage people to ñre-activateò or 

ñbump upò their financial commitment. 
 

Å These financial commitments will be an annual 

amount to support the budget for Fiscal Year 

2011 (July 1, 2010 ï June 30, 2011). 
 

Å Statistics/Assumptions from 2010 

Campaign Timeline: 

Sunday, April 25:   

Deadline for financial commitments from church 

leadership (the goal is 100% participation by 

members on ministries & committees) 
 

May 2 ï May 16:   

14 day campaign for congregation at large 

 

Questions? Please contact Denise Brown at 

denise@dmbrownllc.com or 303-757-3550. 

Weôre looking forward to a very successful 

campaign in 2010/2011! 

Pledging Units:  267 

Avg. Pledge (annualized):  Approx. $2,400 

50 pledging units give 50% of the dollars 

217 pledging units give the other 50% 

Over 200 pledging units give $0 

mailto:thearcas@aol.com
mailto:im4la4a@hotmail.com
mailto:denise@dmbrownllc.com
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Terry Crews & Nanette Harland, Pastoral Care Coordinators  

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org  Å 303 -762 -0616 x225  

We Are The Church Together  

Jack Kleinheksel has received the 

Distinguished Eagle Scout Award from 

the Denver Area Council and the Boy 

Scouts of America. This is granted to 

Eagle Scouts who, after 25 years, have 

distinguished themselves in their life 

work and who have shared their talents 

with their communities on a voluntary 

basis. Jack earned his Eagle Scout in 

1957, in Wichita, Kansas.  

 John Torrey died February 3. His 

family at First Plymouth includes his 

daughter, Gwen, her husband, Jim, and 

their children Safford, Nathan, and 

Carolyn. A memorial service was held 

in the Chapel on March 27.   

 A friend of First Plymouth, Chad 

Robinson, lost his sister, Maura 

Robinson Ward after a year-long battle 

with leukemia. Maura died February 13 

in New York City. 

 Dot Datemaôs granddaughter, Grace 

Evelyn Moore, continues to grow and 

gain strength in the NICU at 

Presbyterian St. Lukeôs Hospital. You 

can leave messages and follow her 

progress at www.caringbridge.org/

visit/graciemoore. 

 Harris Cohn is in rehabilitation at 

Brighton Gardens after a brief 

hospitalization. Loretta is also a 

resident at Brighton Gardens. Visitors 

are welcome. 

 Braxton Griffith is at Brighton 

Gardens and enjoys cards and visitors. 

The address is:  Brighton Gardens, 

2500 S. Roslyn St., Room #167, 

Denver, CO  80231. 

 Fritz Trask is recovering from a 

stroke and is at home. Please call first. 

 There are members of our First 

Plymouth family serving in conflict 

overseas: Ginnie Heddensô grandson, 

Brian Ballard, a civilian technologist, 

and Army Capt. Shannon Frank, a 

friend of First Plymouth, are serving in 

Iraq. Army Specialist Trevor Davis is 

serving in Afghanistan. 

 Bobbye Tucker, Ginnie Heddens, 

and their families have returned from 

Washington, D.C., where their sister, 

Anne Berry Lesnikowski, was awarded 

the Congressional Gold Medal (the 

highest civilian award) on March 10 

for her service to her country as a 

Womenôs Air Force Service Pilot.  

Joys & Concerns  

We are always looking for folks to help out with rides and meals. If you can 

provide transportation for someone who needs to get to an appointment or wants to 

come to church, or if you can prepare an occasional meal for those who need help 

during an illness or after a hospitalization, please contact the Pastoral Care office 

at pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org. 

 

We also need some more volunteers to deliver flowers to members after the 

Sunday worship services and to help greet members and guests each Sunday 

morning. Contact Pastoral Care if your personal ministry to your community 

includes either one of those opportunities. 

 

We received a beautiful thank you letter from Kurt Shaw and his wife Rita de 

Cácia Oenning da Silva for the First Plymouth donation to the Shine A Light 

organization. Kurt and Rita had been invited by the government of Paraguay to 

help them create new policies for working with children, and then to develop a 

film school for homeless and indigenous kids. Their letter is posted on the 

Newsworthies Bulletin Board. 

Caring for Each Other  

April Birthdays!  
 

Happy Birthday Seniors!  
4/1  Flossie Weber ï  

   101 years old! 
4/7  John Shanks 

4/7  William Worth 

4/8  Rowe Rudolph 

4/9  Elaine Lenicheck 

4/9  Melba Bouquet 

4/14 James Chandler 

4/14 Martha Williamson 

4/15 Dot Dulaney 

4/20 Ellyn Domnik 

4/21 Marcia Nelson 

4/22 Gladys Connelly 

4/22 Jean Reed 

4/23 Thelma Gabel 

4/23 Roy Stewart 

4/24 Dan Porter 

4/25 Donna Evans 

4/27 Betty Reid 

4/27 Jim Rogers 

 

Happy Birthday Children!  
4/5  Oliver Brown 

4/12 Madeline Hyyppa 

4/14 Helena Sandvold 

4/15 William Bonnie 

4/16 Bremner Bangs 

4/21 Marie Howard 

4/24 Taylor Green 

4/30 Alex Turner 

mailto:pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org


 

First Plymouth Staff 
303-762-0616 

 
Rev. George C. Anastos 

Senior Minister 
 

Frank Perko III 
Director of Music 

 

Gwen Blumenschein 
Associate Director of Music 

 

Heidi Thomas 
Youth Choir Director 

 
Rev. Eric Smith 

Youth and Young Adults Director 
 

Rev. Karen Guy 
Director of Childrenõs Ministries  

fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

 
Terry Crews & Nanette Harland 
Pastoral Care Coordinators 

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

Cathy Benn 
Parish Visitor 

 
Carole Westphal 

Director of Administration 

 

Barbara Hosanna 
Office Coordinator 

 

Dulci Stewart 
Human Resources/Accounting 

 

Jessa Decker-Smith 
Communications Coordinator 

 

Don McLean 
Facilities Manager 

Ralph Basquez, Custodian 
Robert Basquez, Custodian 

 
 
 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, e-mail us 
using first initial and last name 

@firstplymouthchurch.org 

COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Moderator                           Nancy Fogg 
moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org       777-6642 
 

Vice Moderator            Troy Greenwood 
troy.greenwood@comcast.net          720-554-9298 
 

Treasurer                         Steve Haskins 
steve@denvercpafirm.com                    843-9590 
 

Church Clerk                     Carlyne White 
crogersno6@msn.com                         751-3307 
 

Business Admin Team  Keith Conner 
keith.conner@comcast.net                   781-0589 
 

Memorials                          Linda Glenn 
lwg2447@aol.com                             758-2110 
 

Memorial Garden     Arlene Hutchinson 
arayhutch@msn.com                          756-4367 
 

Nominating                                   TBA 

 

Inclusivity/ONA             Randy Nicholas 
trn1cholas@comcast.net                      791-2414 
 

PPRC                               Ken Hoagland 
ken@commcapcorp.net                       733-6101 
 

Whole Earth Aaron & Adrienne Ruhnow 
aruhnow@comcast.net                 720-937-1065 
 

Endowment                        Harry Adair 
harryadair@comcast.net                      797-6207 
 

Arts at Plymouth                  Alan Long 
along47416@yahoo.com              720-468-3310  
 

MINISTRIES 
Christian Education 
Chair: Phil Thompson 
philandelizabeth@msn.com                 730-7835 
 

Outreach 
Chair: Pam Schmidt 
pschmidt24@comcast.net                    986-9988 
 

Fellowship & Parish Life 
Co-Chairs: Noanie & Doug Geistert 
ndgeis@msn.com                               220-7550 
 

Stewardship 
Co-Chair: Kit Cowperthwaite        347-0045 
kitrlest@aol.com 
Co-Chair: Annie Nestor 
anniesnest@aol.com                           238-2405 
 

Worship & Arts 
Chair: Doug Brown 
dbdbsbrb@aol.com                            757-3550 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

 

Bridge Marathon             Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 

MARS                             Margaret Sensel                             
bermarsens@msn.com                        771-1469 
 

Menôs Fellowship          Fletcher Brown 
brownsinco@q.com                            814-1420 
 

Serendipity                                   TBA 
 

The Group                       Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 

Thursday Afternoon Circle 
Barbara Kessler                             750-3334 
 

Travel Club          Berwyn & Gail Davies 
berwyngail@comcast.net                      663-1350 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Association 
 Marcia Nelson 

mrnjgn@comcast.net                          794-4524 
 

Yacht & Donut                Norm Kautsky 
nlkautsky@earthlink.net                    794-3348 
 

Phone numbers are 303 area code 

unless otherwise noted. 
 

 
First Plymouth Learning Center 

Karrie Gleason, Director 
303-762-9355  
director@fplc.org 
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Contact Information  


