
 

3501 S. Colorado Blvd. Englewood CO 80113  ·  303 -762 -0616  ·  Fax: 303 -789 -2783  ·  www.firstplymouthchurch.org  

A United Church of Christ  

August 2010  

 

Vol. 72, Issue 2  

Whatôs Inside:  

Worship Opportunities 

Lectionary Texts 

2 

Ministerôs Meditation 

Moderatorôs Corner 

3 

Childrenôs Programs 4 

Intergenerational & 

    Adult Education 

Boundary Training 

5 

Outreach/Mission: 

  Habitat Happenings 

  Share the Plate 

  Can Do Sunday 

6 

Womenôs Retreat  

    Registration Form 

7 

Fellowship: 

  Arts at Plymouth 

  Travel to Italy 

  The Group 

  Womenôs Cancer Group 

8 

Stewardship Report  

  (continued) 

School Supplies Drive 

9 

The Church Together 

   Joys & Concerns 

10 

Contact Information 11 

The Back Page: 

  Newsletter Deadline 

  Special Thanks 

  Personnel Changes 

12 

Insert: 

  August Calendar 

Browse the First 

Plymouth Library 
catalog online at  

www.librarything.com/
catalog/Firstplymouth  

REPORT TO THE FIRST PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY FROM 

THE STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY  
or  

LETôS TALK ABOUT MONEYé..AT CHURCH! 
 

It is our pleasure to report the final results of the 2011 Stewardship Campaign. Below 

are the facts and a comparison of the results to the two previous years. The 2010 year 

was six months to accommodate the transition to the new fiscal year; total commitments 

for that year have been doubled to show an ñannualizedò number that can be compared 

to 2009 and 2011.   

 

The Good News.  The financial commitments of the congregation will meet the 

projected and approved budget, which required $636,000 in commitments. This was 

accomplished without a second campaign, as required in 2009. The generosity of those 

committing is extraordinary as evidenced by the increase in the average pledge and the 

fact that one-half of those who committed increased their pledge. Twenty households 

and individuals made a commitment for the first time or resumed a commitment after an 

absence of several years.  

 

The Stewardship Ministry worked with the leadership of the other ministries and 

committees, asking each group for 100% participation of their members. At the end of 

the campaign, half of the groups were at 100%, and over 90% of these leaders made a 

commitment.   
 

The Other Good News.  The members of the Stewardship Ministry and their many 

volunteers visited with over 60 households during the campaign and made over 75 

personal calls. This was complemented by a visible and high energy campaign at the 

Church. The feedback we received about an approach to ñtalk about money at Churchò 

was positive and will be continued in future campaigns. We are grateful for the 

openness, hospitality, and fellowship we enjoyed with Church members in all aspects of 

the campaign ï thank you! And we are thankful for the participation of our Senior 

Minister, George Anastos, in stewardship visits and discussions, which is critical if we 

are to approach financial issues in an open and healthy manner. 

 

(continued on page 9) 
 

FPCC Stewardship Results 2011 2010 2009 

Total Financial Commitments $656,000 $562,000 $655,000 

% Committed Over the Previous Year 17% -14% -5% 

Number of Commitments 262 267 288 

Average Commitment $2,503 $2,105 $2,274 

% of Total Units Making a Commitment  

(based on 500 total ñunitsò) 

52% 53% 58% 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth.%27
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth.%27
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August 

Lectionary 

Texts  

Aug.  1 Hosea 11:1-11 Psalm 107:1-9, 43 Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21 

Aug. 8 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40 

Aug. 15 Isaiah 5:1-7  Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 Luke 12:49-56 

Aug. 22 Jeremiah 1:4-10 Psalm 71:1-6 Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke 13:10-17 

Aug. 29 Jeremiah 2:4-13 Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Luke 14:1, 7-14 

August 1 -  The Rev. George Anastos  

Colossians 3:1 - 11  
Something vital was lost when the capital C Church went 

from being an underground movement faith in Jesus to a 

state-sponsored belief in Christ. Christianity went from 

being a attitude of the soul to a platitude of the tongue.  

 Today's lesson addresses the reality that the Church is 

to be a radically different community than is modeled by 

the institutions of the world. Its behaviors will be different 

because its soul is different. Today's lesson re-minds us 

and re-members us: a beloved community of Jesusð

decidedly and intentionally different from the world 

around us. 

 

August 8  -  The Rev. George Anastos  

Hebrews 11:1 - 3, 11 - 16  
 

They confessed that they were strangers and  

foreigners on earth (Hebrews 11:13b). 
 

Will Willimon and  Stanley Hauerwas wrote a book titled 

Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian Colony. It was a 

cogent and startlingly blunt reminder that the Church, and 

its disciples, are to be in this world but not of it. In an 

amusing twist of current (worldly) language, our life 

together is not in the 'mainline' but on the margins, not in 

an established homeland but in a colony. This message 

does not preach well. It violates a cultural dictum to settle 

down and make a home. It is not comfortable. 

 Jesus did not call us to have comfortable lives, but 

meaningful lives. Jesus did not invite us to think about 

him from a chair but to follow him on the Way. We are 

reminded that, "Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 

the conviction of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). 

August 15 -  The Rev. Elizabeth Thompson  

From the Sacred to the Profane  
This Sundayôs lectionary passages are difficult ones, ones 

with which I have been struggling! They talk about the 

faithfulness of the ñcloud of witnessesò but also condemn 

the ñbad grapesò. God is characterized as ñmy belovedò 

and is also the one who tears down the vineyard and 

comes to ñbring divisionò among the people. What are we 

to make of these paradoxes? Come on Sunday and find out 

how I resolve these differences. Iôm curious myself. 

 

August 22 -  The Rev. George Anastos  
Jeremiah 1:4 - 10  
When the prophet Jeremiah first preached to the people, 

they were in a place of delusional security. The signs were 

everywhere that they could not go on as they were and 

that they would eventually fall as a nation. Jeremiah spoke 

to the signs. Jeremiah confronted the false security. 

Jeremiah made himself a very unpopular person. 

 What is often missed in Jeremiah is the profound hope 

he held out to the people even while reading the signs of 

the times. Jeremiah was called to speak of a new nation, 

called to spiritual prosperity and divine purpose. When 

God called him to prophesy, God said, "See, today I 

appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up 

and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build 

and to plant (Jeremiah 1:10). 

 Is the Church today the people to whom Jeremiah 

preached, or is the Church the preacher? 
 

August 29 -  The Rev. Eric Smith  
This summer weôve heard how ñAn Atheist Looks at the 

Bible.ò Today, hear how ñA Theist Looks at the Bible.ò 

Worship Opportunities  

Sunday Morning at First Plymouth  

 

  9:00 a.m. -  10:00 a.m .  First Service and Childrenôs Sunday School 

  9:15 a.m. -  10:00 a.m.  Contemplative Worship in the Chapel  

10:10 a.m. -  11:00 a.m.  Christian Education for Adults, Youth, & Children  

                 Childrenôs Choir Rehearsals 

11:11 a.m. -  12:15 p.m.  Second Service  
 

All Morning: Fellowship in Plymouth Hall and Nursery Care in B09  
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Recently, under the leadership of 

Debbie Harrington and Jerry 

Arca, we have been going through 

a process of answering seven 

questions for how we move 

forward as a community. Many 

passionate and dedicated 

individuals in the congregation 

have spent significant time considering these important 

questions regarding our community. 

 As I consider this work (which is available on the wiki, 

in the church office, and at Mission Central on Sunday 

mornings), and as I said at our Congregation meeting in 

June, I have three dreams for each of us this year to add to 

the mix: 

1. Start or join a small group. 

2. Invite a friend to our community (e.g. small group, 

camp, music, worship). 

3. Do something outside our community (paint a house, 

weed a garden, build a house, deliver canned goods or 

flowers). 
 

 There is and will be a lot of talk about church growth 

this year and I believe that those three dreams will lead to 

growth. I believe growing a church is not like selling shoes 

or soda where you come up with a good product, 

outstanding brand, and a great TV ad, but rather growing a 

process of going out into the world and helping, being a 

beloved community and offering people an alternative. I 

believe we have a wonderful story to tell. 

 I look forward to all of us tackling growth, these three 

dreams, and the next steps this year. 

God Bless, Troy 

 

July 13 Council Meeting Recap: 

We welcomed our four new members and began our 

orientation about what Council does and is responsible for. 

A few excerpts from Orientation: Council is a policy body; 

and we speak with one voice through existing, revised, or 

new policy. This frees our time to focus our energy on the 

future of the church, policy, and working on the ENDS 

(statements of vision and direction for where we want to be 

as a beloved community). We use many tools to be effective 

in our work and meet our responsibilities to the 

congregation, including prayer, silence, discernment, 

consensus, policy governance, and hymns. During the 

meeting, we read and prayed on one of Councilôs 

theological foundations (guiding bible verse), Ephesians 4: 

1-16. In addition to orientation, our main topic was an 

update from the Our Next Steps project. Several members 

spent an hour presenting their thoughts on next steps. 

Council has nine ñnext stepsò to evaluate and these will be 

future topics of our upcoming meetings. 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 

are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God (Colossians 3:2-3). 

  

When I was an atheist, passages from scripture such as that 

above annoyed me mightily. I believed it to be such pie-in-

the-sky nonsense; actually, I believed it to be worse than 

nonsense because I thought it encouraged people to ponder 

the ice cream sundaes they would get in heaven rather than 

the lack of bread needed by the hungry now on earth. 

Oddly, I still believe the same thing, although I am a 

passionate, progressive Christian committed to the Way of 

God on earth. 

 What transformed me were not any sermons I heard, but 

rather sermons I saw. Disciples living lives of love and 

compassion because of deep and abiding relationships with 

God and Jesus. Disciples living lives of faith rather than 

belief. Disciples living lives not in reaction to the world 

outside them, but in response to the universe inside them. 

Disciples who, well, 'set [their] minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth'. Transformed people 

living transformational lives. The 

living sermons of these disciples' 

lives work not to change the 

world, but to transform it. 

 There is a profound difference between change and 

transformation. Change has to do with adaptationð

reacting to shifts and alterations in the world around us. 

Transformation has to do with  becomingðdiscovering and 

living an incarnational identity that is the metamorphic 

result of having died and having been raised to new life 

('for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God').  

 I pray daily for our churchðour beloved community of 

disciples. I do not pray that it will change; I pray that it will 

be transformed. I pray that this community of Jesus 

followers will be a living sermon of God's love for 

humanity, of Jesus's self-emptying for humanity, of the 

Holy Spirit's walking with and leading humanity, so that 

others, seeing our communal sermon, will join to work with 

us as we work with God, until the work is done. 

           George 

Musings and Meditations  

Moderatorôs Corner:  Troy Greenwood 

Ministerôs Meditation 
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Childrenôs Programs 

Welcome Martha!  
 

We are pleased to introduce our new 

Nursery Manager, Martha Kiefer, 

who will be a constant Sunday 

presence in our nursery . Martha 

works with special needs children in 

the Littleton Public Schools and has 

also worked in a preschool setting 

with special needs children, although 

her most important job has been as 

mother to four and grandmother to 

ten, including a set of triplets! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teachers Needed!  

 

We are recruiting teachers for next 

year, so if you are interested in 

sharing your talents and love with our 

younger members, please contact 

Noanie Geistert at 

fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org. 

Sunday School News  
 

Summer Sunday School Report: This summer we have had fun exploring 

Bible stories and the lands they happened in during our Summer Sunday 

Sojourn. Led by ñwizardò Berkeley Rich, we have met Adam and Eve in Eden, 

Abraham and Sarah in Canaan, learned about Joseph and his familyôs move to 

Egypt, and met Moses as he led the people of Israel out into the wilderness. The 

last week of July we met the first three kings of Israel - Saul, David, and 

Solomon. Come visit the Magic Tree House with us to see where we will go 

this month. 
 

A HUGE thank you to Adam and Eve (Adrienne and Aaron Ruhnow), Abraham 

and Sarah (Doug and Denise Brown), Joseph and his brother Simon and the 

Pharaoh (Braden, Zach, and Tod Parker), Moses (Craig Eley), and Saul, 

Solomon, and David (Stan Harwood, Joe Shaw, and Sam Robinson). And a 

very special thank you to Berkeley Rich for all his efforts in making this 

summer program such a success. 

 
Sunday School Launches August 22: Mark your calendars for the launch of 

the new Sunday school year on Sunday, August 22.  

 

Our first through fifth graders will use a new 

curriculum called Whole People of God. The 

Whole People of God is a lectionary-based 

curriculum (see box), and we expect that on 

most Sundays, the sermon in the main 

Sanctuary service will use the same 

scripture lesson so that the whole family 

is (literally) on the same page. 

 

The first unit of our new curriculum 

is all about building and 

construction, so weôll start off by 

building some things for the CE 

Center. Grab your hard hats and tool 

belts and come join us! 

 

Our Fish and Dove classes (ages 3 

through kindergarten) will be combined this year and will use the Rock Solid 

curriculum, which was very popular last year.  

All young people in first, second, and third grades (and a 

parent/guardian for each family) are invited to join us for a 

four-week ñGod and Meò program starting Sunday, 

September 19. First Plymouth member Rolf Asphaug will 

be leading the one-hour sessions, and George Anastos will 

be the participating minister. The program is designed to 

help children become best friends with Jesus as they tell 

their story of God and Me together. A nominal fee of 

approximately $5 per participant covers the price of the 

student and adult mentor workbooks and other supplies. 

 This program is open to all first through third graders 

and is officially recognized by the Boy Scouts of America, 

Camp Fire USA, and the Girl Scouts of the USA as the 

religious awards program for youth in the United Church 

of Christ. 

 Please call Rolf Asphaug at 303-796-0449 or 

rolfdenver@mac.com for more information or to register 

for the program. Additional information on the program is 

also available at www.praypub.org.  

God and Me Program for 1st -  3rd Graders  

mailto:rolfdenver@mac.com
http://www.praypub.org/
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Intergenerational & Adult CE  

Intergenerational Opportunities  
 

Faith Development Class Continues: 

´Tis a Gift to be Simple 

The Christian Education Ministry is offering an intergenerational program this 

summer on Sundays at 10:10 a.m. Led by Rev. Andrea LaSonde Anastos, this 

program for singles, couples, and families with children 12 and up looks at ñhow 

we live our values.ò We will talk about simplicity and what that might mean to 

each family/household; economics and budgets; the environment; diet (what we eat, not how much!). This isnôt a lecture 

or teaching workshop as much as it is a support and accountability group. Check the Sunday bulletins for room location. 

Soulful Sundowns  
"I don't really believe in the virgin 

birth." 

"I don't like it when people talk about 

Jesus' blood." 

"How can anyone believe in the 

resurrection in the 21st century?" 
 

At First Plymouth, people say things 

like these all the time. Many of us 

are here because we have struggled 

with more "traditional" Christian 

theological positions, and First 

Plymouth is a place where questions 

are welcomed and each individual's 

conscience is respected. But 

sometimes, we're more sure about 

what we don't believe than what we 

do believe. Sound familiar? If so, this 

series is for you! 

 This summer, we'll gather each 

Wednesday night from 7:00 to 9:00 

p.m. to discuss theology, in a series 

we're calling "Soulful Sundowns." 

We'll meet in the courtyard under the 

summer sky (or indoors if it's 

raining), have some light 

refreshments, and talk about some of 

the big questions of the Christian 

faith. And if we're lucky, at the end, 

we'll know not only what we don't 

believe, but also what we do believe. 

We'll meet each Wednesday evening 

until August 11 (eight sessions in 

all). Join us, and bring a friend! For 

questions or more details, contact 

Rev. Eric Smith at the church. 

Adult Education  
Bible Basics & Beyond and Bible Workbench are on hiatus for the summer.  

They will resume in September ï watch the weekly updates for details. 

Boundary Training  

 

Boundary trainingðthe current buzzword for learning the 

rules for working as a leader, teacher, aide, or chaperone at 

First Plymouth. It is required training for anyone working 

with First Plymouth youth or children, including offsite at 

such events as Community Camp. Once you have received 

your initial training, it must be renewed annually. 

 The training takes only about an 

hour, and to make it easier for you to 

keep yours up to date, we will be 

offering it on the third Sunday of 

every month. The time may vary 

slightly from month to month, so be 

sure to check the church calendar 

when you are ready for your training or retraining. 

 The next Boundary Training session will be Sunday, 

August 15, at 11:00 a.m. in Plymouth Hall. You donôt need 

to make a reservationðjust show up! The session will be 

led by Noanie Geistert and Carole Westphal. 
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Outreach/Mission  

Habitat Happenings  
 

Loaves & Fishes Workers Needed! 
 

Construction on the 2010 Habitat for Humanity house at 

1005 S. Patton Court in southwest Denver has begun! The 

fifteen churches which make up Loaves and Fishes are 

separated into four teams which rotate the four days of 

construction each week. First Plymouth is in Team Four 

with Columbine United Church and Heritage United 

Methodist Church, and together we need to provide eight 

workers for each work day. The schedule is outlined in the 

table below. 

 Past volunteers will be hearing from Bruce Thumm, 

the Team Four Coordinator, to get advanced sign-ups. If 

you can spare a day for this worthwhile work, contact 

Bruce at 303-905-2225 or thummb@msn.com to sign up, 

and plan on having a good time! 
 

First Plymouth Loaves & Fishes  

Summer 2010 Building Schedule 

Share the Plateôs Amazing Story 
 

In its first six months, Outreach Ministryôs Share the 

Plate effort has been very successful, thanks to the 

generosity of the First Plymouth family. This program 

sends 80% of the loose offerings each month to an 

organization selected by Outreach (those who wish to 

have a record kept of their contributions may donate 

using the envelopes in the pew racks). Rather than 

having its own piece of the operating budget as in 

previous years, Outreach relies on Share the Plate 

contributions to help worthy efforts that reflect FPôs 

values and concerns, retaining 20% of each Sundayôs 

loose offerings in a fund to assist those who seek our 

help on an ad hoc basis. 

 

The total contributed to Share the Plate in the six-month 

fiscal year 2010 (January through June) was $19,985. 

To put that in perspective, the loose offerings, which 

Share the Plate replaced, amounted to $6,081 during the 

same period in 2009. And it replaced the Outreach line 

item from the operating budget, which was $7,000 for 

the entire twelve months of fiscal year 2009. Our 

ministry therefore had more than 2½ times as much 

available in the first 6 months of 2010 than it had in the 

entire year of 2009 to reach out to our community, our 

nation, and the world. The Outreach Ministry, and those 

to whom we are able to give a helping hand, are grateful 

to the congregation for its generosity and concern. 

 

These figures demonstrate that First Plymouthôs 

outreach efforts are much more effective when they are 

heart-driven, rather than budget-driven. Each Sunday 

each of us makes a choice as to helping ñthe least of 

these,ò and, when we consider our other outreach efforts 

(Can Do, coat drive, school supplies collection, etc.), we 

are living into the words ñNow the Service Beginsò that 

we see above us as we leave the sanctuary each Sunday. 

August September 

Friday, August 6 Friday, September 3 

Thursday, August 12 Thursday, September 9 

Wednesday, August 18 Wednesday, September 15 

Saturday, August 28 Saturday, September 25 

When youôre 

shopping remember 

Can Do Sunday, 

every 3rd Sunday of 

the month. The next 

Can Do Sunday is 

August 15! 

Can Do Sunday  

Family Homestead  

August Share the Plate Recipient  

 

The August Share the Plate recipient is Family 

HomeStead, a Denver organization that provides 

emergency and transitional housing and supportive case 

management for homeless families with children. Family 

HomeStead houses all clients in individual living units 

and sponsors both a 30-90 day emergency housing 

program and a six-month transitional housing program. 

An individualized case plan for each family emphasizes 

finding permanent housing, 

developing or maintaining a 

steady income, and dealing with 

the underlying issues that caused 

the homelessness. For more 

information, go to familyhomestead.org. 
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Womenôs Retreat Registration Form 

First Plymouth Womenôs Retreat  
 

 -The Song of the Beloved - 
Calling Ourselves into Spiritual Focus through 

 Music, Meditation, Movement, and Art  
 

September 17-19, 2010 
La Foret Conference & Retreat Center 

 
 
 

Please send registration form, with check payable to ñFirst Plymouth,ò by applicable dates to: 
First Plymouth Congregational Church, 3501 S. Colorado Boulevard, Englewood, CO 80113,   memo line: 
Womenôs Retreat.  

 
Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail _______________________________________ 

Emergency contact name & phone number:__________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The retreat starts at 5:00pm on Friday and ends at 10:00am on Sunday morning. All meals from Friday dinner 
to Sunday breakfast are included. Sign up for a top bunk at a reduced price! Please be aware upper bunks 
may be assigned to others if necessary. 

 

______ Upper Bunk Special $125.00 per person, register by August 15th 

______ $130.00 per person, register by August 15th 

______ $135.00 per person, register after August 15th 

______ $45.00 for Saturday only (lunch & dinner & program) 

______ $20 for linens (sheets and towels) 

______ I need vegetarian meals please 

 
Roommate requests (no guarantees)_______________________________________ 

We will try to help with carpool arrangements.  Do you need a ride?_________ 

Are you willing to drive someone else?______________________________________  

 

For questions, contact Nancy Erickson, 303-452-4469, gnqc64@msn.com. 

mailto:gnqc64@msn.com


 

Join Us as First 
Plymouth Travels 
to Italy!  
 

The glory of Rome. The 

grandeur of Florence. The 

time-capsule oddities of 

Pompeii, the magnificence of 

the Amalfi Coast, and the 

sheer beauty and 

improbability of Venice. For 

centuries, Italy has enchanted 

travelers with its history, art, 

and rugged natural beauty. In 

November 2011, First 

Plymouth will join a long 

tradition of visiting Italy's 

many magnificent locales.  

 Rev. Eric C. Smith, First Plymouth's Youth and Young Adult 

Director, will be leading the trip, departing October 31 and returning 

November 10. Weôll visit Venice, Florence, Pisa, Sorrento and the 

Amalfi Coast, Pompeii, and Rome. Airfare and all ground 

transportation, all hotels, all entrance fees, all breakfasts and most 

dinners, and English-speaking guides throughout are included in the 

price of $2699, plus a fuel surcharge of around $400. You do not need to 

be a member of First Plymouth to participate, so feel free to invite your 

friends to come along!  

 A brochure with a full description of the trip is located on our website 

at .firstplymouthchurch.org/First_Plymouth_Italy_Brochure.pdf, and 

paper copies of the brochure will be available from the church office and 

at Mission Central. Join us on this trip of a lifetime! 
 

 

The Group  
The Group will meet for a potluck at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 28, 

at the home of Nancy Joe and Joe Shaw, 4 Pheasant Lane, Ken Caryl. 

Please call the Shaws at 303-979-5927 to make a reservation and find 

out what food to bring. Directions: From C-470, go west on Ken Caryl 

and bear right at the "Y." Go one mile and then bear right on North 

Ranch Road. Go 3/10 mile to the first right at Blue Grouse Ridge. Circle 

around (7/10 mile) and take the first left on Pheasant Lane. The Shaws 

are at #4, the second house on the left.  
 

Womenôs Cancer Support Group 

Women's Cancer Support Group will meet Monday, August 16 at  

10:00 a.m. in the Commons room. If you have recently been diagnosed 

or are a survivor we welcome you.  
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Fellowship Opportunities  

Arts@Plymouth  

Thanks You  
 

The Board of Arts@Plymouth 

would like to thank all who 

attended our performing arts 

and visual arts series during the 

fiscal year ending on June 30, 

2010. Because of your 

contributions we were able to 

provide donations to the 

following community 

organizations: 

 

The Gathering Place 

PFLAG 

Family Homestead 

Denver Inner City Parish 

Denver Gay Menôs Chorus 

Habitat for Humanity 

Karis Community 

Howard Dental Clinic 

Safe House 

Mosaic Youth Chorus 

Global Partners  

Art from Ashes 

 

We have been truly blessed! 
 

 

http://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/First_Plymouth_Italy_Brochure.pdf
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In Other News  

Stewardship Report Continued from Page 1  
 

Some Observations.  A visible and ambitious campaign isnôt over until 

there is a regular reporting and accountability back to the membership. 

While many other leadership groups share this responsibility with us, we 

will start to issue more reports and analysis throughout the year specifically 

on financial commitment issues. We are committed to integrating all aspects 

of financial stewardship and accountability into the life of our community 

throughout the entire year. 

 There are still many members of our Congregation who do not make a 

commitment - 48% this year, based on an updated roster of about 500 

member households. This figure does not include those who extend the 

courtesy of letting the Church know that they cannot make a commitment 

for the current year by committing ñ0.ò These households are included in 

the ñcommittedò or pledged numbers. Within the Ministry, we will assume 

that those from whom we have not heard are still deliberating about their 

commitment and they will receive invitations to discuss these issues from 

members of the Ministry. 
 

Thank You and Next Steps.  Please look around the next time you are at 

Church and reflect on the generosity of those in your church 

family. We are a blessed congregation with many people who 

give generously and from a sense of great abundance in their 

lives. We live in challenging times and it is indeed Good News 

that our community is prepared to enter the new year with a 

plan, commitments to support the plan, and 

knowing that we will be there for each other. 

 We have begun planning for a 12-

month dialogue and activities related 

to financial stewardship. We are 

energized by your generosity and by 

the many friendships that were 

deepened over the last year. If 

you have comments, ideas, 

or would like to help, 

please contact a member 

of the Ministry.  

 Finally, the activities 

over the last year were 

enriched by the creativity, 

leadership, humor, and 

tireless efforts of several 

of our members who are 

retiring from the Ministry:  

Annie Nestor, Heather 

Greenwood, Heather Spillman, 

and Hal Gutjahr. They will be 

missed and they are our inspiration 

going forward. 

 

Thank you,  

The Stewardship Ministry 

Bring School Supplies to 

Church on August 1 & 8  
 

Remember how excited you were to 

get new school supplies at the 

beginning of each school year? Family 

HomeStead, one of the non-profits 

supported by First Plymouth, wants all 

kids to have that feeling to help get the 

academic year off to a great start! 

Your Outreach Ministry has agreed to 

help by collecting new school supplies 

on the last Sunday in July and the first 

two Sundays in August, so that Family 

HomeStead can distribute them to the 

children of their low-income clients. 

 

Especially needed are school 

backpacks and boxes of tissues. The 

usual paper, pens, markers, pencil 

boxes, 3-ring binders, spiral 

notebooks, calculators, and compasses 

(the kind that draw circles) & 

protractors are also needed. When 

youôre out buying for your kids, or just 

out shopping, why not get a few things 

for these young scholars? 

 

Put your school supplies in the red 

wagon in the Narthex ï letôs see how 

high a pile we can make!  
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Terry Crews & Nanette Harland, Pastoral Care Coordinators  

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org  Å 303 -762 -0616 x225  

We Are The Church Together  

The Ajamie family, Michael, Angela, 

Carter and Joey, is settling into their 

new home in Massachusetts. Their 

contact information is on the 

Newsworthies bulletin board. 

 Trevor Davis has returned from 

Afghanistan. His parents, Barclay and 

Linda Davis, traveled to Tacoma to 

welcome him back.  

 Bill and Gini Blunden are saddened 

by the death of Giniôs sister, Margo 

Flynn. Many of you prayed for Margo 

during her long battle with cancer; she 

died peacefully on June 11 at her home in 

Wisconsin, surrounded by her family. A 

family prayer and memorial service were 

held June 15, at which Gini and Bill were 

joined by their daughter, Melissa 

Mangiameli. Please keep Gini, Bill, 

Melissa, and Melissaôs husband, Bobby, 

and daughter, Sophie, in your prayers. 

 Harris and Loretta  Cohn are together 

in the Reminiscence Unit at Brighton 

Gardens. Visitors and cards are most 

welcome. There is no need to call ahead, 

but please check in at reception first. 

 Judy Crossland is recovering from a 

stroke and a broken hip at the Suites of 

Holly Creek, 5590 E. Peakview Place in 

Centennial. She welcomes cards, calls 

and visitors. 

 Braxton Griffith  is at Brighton 

Gardens and enjoys cards and visitors. 

The address is: Brighton Gardens, 2500 

S. Roslyn Street, Room #167, Denver, 

CO  80231. 

 There are members of our First 

Plymouth family serving in conflict 

overseas:  Ginnie Heddensô grandson, 

Brian Ballard, a civilian technologist, and 

Army Capt. Shannon Ford, a friend of 

First Plymouth, are serving in Iraq. Eric  

and Lynn Replingerôs son-in-law, 

Marine Corporal Ian Drew-Bell, is 

serving in Afghanistan and expected to be 

deployed through December 2010. 

Joys & Concerns  

August Birthday Wishes 
 

Around the Parish  
 

Flu Shot Clinic  

Sunday, September 26   
 We are teaming up again with Front Range Flu Shot Clinic to bring the 

flu vaccine to you. Last year we inoculated 54 people ï a great way to 

keep us healthy. Some insurance plans are accepted; otherwise the fee is 

$26.00 for the flu shot and $50.00 for the pneumococcal shot. The flu vac-

cine is recommended for everyone and the pneumococcal vaccine for 

those over 65. For more information or to sign up, contact Pastoral Care. 

 

Name Tags 
 The use of name tags has a long history here at First Plymouth. Wear-

ing nametags is an act of hospitality. It helps people to feel more comfort-

able talking to or asking questions of people we donôt know (especially 

when we only hear their name in a noisy, crowded room). Currently the 

name tags are in alphabetical order in the foyer. We are encouraging 

members to find your name tag, wear it, take it with you, and bring it back 

each Sunday as we transition to a computer system that will help us up-

date member information and welcome guests in a timely fashion. The 

computerized name tags will use less paper than the pew pads, which we 

will discontinue when the transition is complete. 

To Our Children  

8/2  Frances Bronstein 

8/4  Andy Pray 

8/5  Haley Lukowicz 

8/5  Renee Lukowicz 

8/6  Michael Hilton 

8/7  Emily Huxtable 

8/8  Tobin Lindstrom 

8/9  Evelyn Hart 

8/9  Isabella Cole 

8/10 Kelsey Dyce 

8/12 Benjamin Montgomery 

8/16 Jenna Luttkus 

8/28 Collin Huxtable 

8/29 Amos Decker Smith 

8/29 Nicholas Woodward 

To Our Seniors 

8/4  Doris White 

8/5  Glenn Jacobs 

8/7  John Low 

8/8  Dora Bauserman 

8/10 Betty Rudolph 

8/10 Kat Haskins 

8/11 Vivian Gilbert 

8/18 Loretta Cohn 

8/19 Vi Kriz  

8/20 Stewart Taylor 

8/23 June Cleveland 

8/27 Ruth York 

8/30 Beverly Heyburn 

8/31 Barbara Reynolds 

 

mailto:pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org
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Contact Information  

First Plymouth Staff 
303-762-0616 

 
Rev. George C. Anastos 

Senior Minister 
 

Frank Perko III 
Director of Music 

 

Gwen Blumenschein 
Associate Director of Music 

 

 
Rev. Eric Smith 

Youth and Young Adults Director 
 

Noanie Geistert 
Interim Director  

�R�I���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�� 
fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

 
Terry Crews & Nanette Harland 
Pastoral Care Coordinators 

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

Cathy Benn 
Parish Visitor 

 
Carole Westphal 

Director of Administration 

 

Barbara Hosanna 
Office Coordinator 

 

Dulci Stewart & Sue Armour 
Human Resources/Accounting 

 

Jessa Decker-Smith 
Communications Coordinator 

 

Don McLean 
Facilities Manager 

Ralph Basquez, Custodian 
Robert Basquez, Custodian 

 

First Plymouth Learning Center 
303-762-9355 

Karrie Gleason, Director 
director@fplc.org 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, e-mail us 
using first initial and last name 

@firstplymouthchurch.org 

COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Moderator                   Troy Greenwood 
720-554-9298 
moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org        
 

Vice Moderator               Peg Thompson 
pegthompson@frii.com                        703-3901 
 

Treasurer                         Steve Haskins 
steve@denvercpafirm.com                    843-9590 
 

Church Clerk                     Carlyne White 
crogersno6@msn.com                         751-3307 
 

Business Admin Team  Keith Conner 
keith.conner@comcast.net                   781-0589 
 

Memorials                          Linda Glenn 
lwg2447@aol.com                             758-2110 
 

Memorial Garden     Arlene Hutchinson 
arayhutch@msn.com                          756-4367 
 

Nominating                     Sam Robinson 
samrob@zebsco.com                           692-1083 
 

Inclusivity/ONA             Randy Nicholas 
trn1cholas@comcast.net                      791-2414 
 

PPRC                                David Nestor 
dcnestor@lsi-s.com                             238-2405 
 

Whole Earth                         Jan McCoy 
mccoy@ecentral.com                           393-6524 
 

Endowment                        Harry Adair 
harryadair@comcast.net                      797-6207 
 

Arts at Plymouth                Nancy Cole 
nancycole10@comcast.net                    693-0485  
 
MINISTRIES 
Christian Education 
Chair: Ingrid Serio 
ingridserio@comcast.net                      759-9342 
 
Outreach 
Chair: Craig Eley 
craig@eley.net                                   758-9499 
 
Fellowship & Parish Life 
Chairs: Judith Clausen 
revclaus@comcast.net                         587-3509 
 
Stewardship 
Chair: Kit Cowperthwaite              347-0045 
kitrlest@aol.com 
 
Worship & Arts 
Chair: Vicki Krieger 
jeffvicki@gmail.com                           519-0410 
 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

 

Bridge Marathon             Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 
LOFT                       Heather Greenwood 
hgreenwood@comcast.net            720-308-2360  
 
MARS                             Margaret Sensel                             
bermarsens@msn.com                        771-1469 
 
�0�H�Q�¶�V���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S��������������������Fletcher Brown 
brownsinco@q.com                            814-1420 
 
Serendipity                                   TBA 
 
The Group                       Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 
Thursday Afternoon Circle 
Phyllis Rigsby                                693-0187 
 
Travel Club                                   TBA 
 
�:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q 

 Marcia Nelson 
mrnjgn@comcast.net                          794-4524 
 
Yacht & Donut                Norm Kautsky 
nlkautsky@earthlink.net                    794-3348 
 

Phone numbers are 303 area code 

unless otherwise noted. 
 

 

Browse the First Plymouth 
Library catalog online at  

www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth 


