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Join Us as FP Travels to Italy  
 

The glory of Rome. The grandeur of Florence. The time-capsule 

oddities of Pompeii, the magnificence of the Amalfi Coast, and 

the sheer beauty and improbability of Venice. For centuries, Italy 

has enchanted travelers with its history, art, and rugged natural 

beauty. In November 2011, First Plymouth will join a long 

tradition of visiting Italy's many magnificent locales.  

 Rev. Eric C. Smith, First Plymouth's Youth and Young Adult 

Director, will be leading the trip, departing October 31 and 

returning November 10. Weôll visit Venice, Florence, Pisa, Sorrento and the Amalfi 

Coast, Pompeii, and Rome. Airfare and all ground transportation, all hotels, all entrance 

fees, all breakfasts and most dinners, and English-speaking guides throughout are 

included in the price of $2699, plus a fuel surcharge of around $400. You do not need 

to be a member of First Plymouth to participate, so feel free to invite your friends to 

come along!  

 A brochure with a full description of the trip is located on our website at http://

www.firstplymouthchurch.org/First_Plymouth_Italy_Brochure.pdf, and paper copies of 

the brochure will be available from the church office and from Eric beginning June 20.  

Join us on this trip of a lifetime! 
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Archive Mystery Solved  
Working in the archives reveals many interesting things, some 

with a bit of mystery surrounding them. One such mystery was a 

very large (85 pounds!) bronze plaque honoring David H. Fouse. 

Dr. Fouse was a prominent Christian Reformed minister in 

Denver in the early 1900ôs. But why is the plaque at First 

Plymouth Congregational Church? There doesnôt seem to be a lot 

of information available about Dr. Fouse or the Christian 

Reformed church in early Denver. It took a lot of sleuthing, more 

than a bit of persistence, and a touch of luck, but Don Zeller, who 

has undertaken the sometimes daunting task of organizing and 

indexing First Plymouthôs archives, finally located the answer. 

 David Fouse came to Denver in 1901 to fill the pulpit at the 

First Christian Reformed Church and served there for 27 years. 

Sometime during those years the church (at 17th & Emerson) 

changed its affiliation or simply  its name to the 17th Avenue Community Church. 

 Dr. Fouse died in 1928, and the plaque was placed in the church as a memorial to his 

service. It reads: This edifice stands as a memorial to David H. Fouse D.D. 1869-1928 

óThat all may have more abundant lifeô. 

 The 17th Avenue Community church closed its doors in 1936, and ñvery many 

membersò joined the nearby First Plymouth Congregational Church. In 1940, a room next 

to the chapel at First Plymouthôs Lafayette Street location was turned into a library in 

memory of Dr. Fouse. When the congregation moved to our current building, the plaque 

came with us and has been sitting forgotten in the archives room for the last 52 years. 

Browse the First 

Plymouth Library 
catalog online at  

www.librarything.com/
catalog/Firstplymouth  

http://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/First_Plymouth_Italy_Brochure.pdf
http://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/First_Plymouth_Italy_Brochure.pdf
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth.%27
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth.%27
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July Lectionary Texts  

July 4 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30 Isaiah 66:10-14, Psalm 66:1-9 Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 11 Amos 7:7-17, Psalm 82 Deuteronomy 30:9-14, Psalm 

25:1-10 

Colossians 1:1-14 Luke 10:25-37 

July 18 Amos 8:1-12, Psalm 52 Genesis 18:1-10a, Psalm 15 Colossians 1:15-28 Luke 10:38-42 

July 25 Hosea 1:2-10, Psalm 85 Genesis 18:20-32, Psalm 138 Colossians 2:6-15,  

(16-19) 

Luke 11:1-13 

July 4 -  We're in This Together   

The Reverend Bob Heim  
Joshua 24:1 - 7, 11 - 18     
Our political rhetoric has become heated and our civil 

discourse uncivil in recent times. It's been easy to 

forget: we're in this together. Some reminders from 

our biblical traditions and our nation's defining 

moments that, indeed, we have been, and we still are-

-in this together. 

 

(No contemplative worship today, July 4.) 

 

  

July 11 -  The Good Samaritan  
The Reverend George Anastos  

Luke 10:25 - 37      
One of the key points to remember when reading the 

parables of Jesus is that they were profoundly 

disturbing to his original listeners. To both the people 

who heard him speak them and the people who heard 

the early Christian community tell them these 

parables were deeply upsetting. They turned the 

world upside down and radically challenged the 

status quo. And yes, one of the best beloved parables 

for people two thousand years after Jesus first told it 

was one of the most upsetting for people in Jesus's 

day. Actually, if we really listen, it is highly upsetting 

even now. 

July 18 -  Stump the Chump Sunday  

The Reverend George Anastos  
Luke 10:38 - 42      
Recently I was reminded that years ago one of FP 

members' favorite Sundays was when they got to play 

Stump the Minister. That is, when they got to submit 

theological questions at the start of the service and 

the minister would answer as many as possible in the 

time allotted. Well, I promised the person who told 

me this that I would do it. It was a weak moment, 

what can I say? So, today come prepared with your 

theological question(s)! It's time to play flummox the 

lummox! 

 

July 25 -  Youth Mission Trip Report    
Join us today as the 

High School Mission 

Trip participants share 

experiences and 

insights from their trip 

to Miami's DOOR 

facility. The worship 

service will be planned 

and led by youth from 

First Plymouth and 

Cameron Church, our 

partner in this trip.  

Worship Opportunities  

Sunday Morning at First Plymouth  

 

  9:00 a.m. -  10:00 a.m . First Service and Childrenôs Sunday School 

  9:15 a.m. -  10:00 a.m.  Contemplative Worship in the Chapel 

10:10 a.m. -  11:00 a.m.  Christian Education for Adults, Youth, & Children  

                 Childrenôs Choir Rehearsals 

11:11 a.m. -  12:15 p.m.  Second Service  
 

All Morning: Fellowship in Plymouth Hall and Nursery Care in B09  



 

3  

I would like to start out my first Moderatorôs corner 

with a huge thank you to Nancy Fogg as the outgoing 

Moderator, our outgoing ministry, committee, and 

council members and each of you that are participating 

in the mission of First Plymouth. Thank you all for your 

wonderful faithful service. Nancy has spent so much 

time this year loving this beloved community, and some 

of this love led to the creation of an established set of 

policies. These policies lay a foundation for FP and 

create a repeatable process from Council term to 

Council term. This year Council will continue our work 

on these policies but specifically the ENDS, our 

aspirations for the direction of this beloved community. 

The Next Steps effort and its initial recommendations 

are a great place to start. 
 

 For an introduction, my name is Troy Greenwood. I 

have been a church member since 2002 and active since 

2005 or so. I am 38 years old and work in the 

Information Technology (IT) field. I have two children, 

Avery (8) and Henry (6), a new puppy Tally and a 

loving wife of almost 15 years, Heather. My way into 

participating in the church was when I co-led the 

Futures Project with Jill Bachman. This was my first 

moment when I felt at home and also inspired me on 

what FP is and could become. It is also the path that led 

me through Council to vice moderator to eventually 

writing this article for the newsletter. Iôm honored, 

humbled, and a little terrified by what it means to be 

Moderator, but so far the time I spent in leadership at 

FP has been part of my most significant growth in my 

faith in God and I expect nothing less in this role.  
 

Finally I look forward to working this year with Vice 

Moderator, Peg Thompson, our new Council members, 

and each of you.  

 

God Bless, Troy 
moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 
Council Update: In its meeting on June 8, Council continued the 

process we began in April, which culminates this month in our 

Senior Ministerôs performance evaluation. Incoming Council 

members joined us, and met in executive session (which just 

means that George did not attend) to discuss his final 2009-10 

Report on Ends and the accumulated Executive Limitations 

Policy Compliance Reports for 2009-10. Council voted to 

accept the Report on Ends as a reasonable interpretation of our 

Governance Policies on Ends, as has been done with each of the 

ELP compliance reports during the year. The remainder of the 

meeting focused on whether sufficient progress has been made 

toward Ends, as well as identification of areas requiring 

particular attention and focus in the coming year. Council 

minutes are on the Wiki at https://firstplymouth.wikispaces.com/

God Bearing 
 

 As I write this I am just beginning to read Elaine 

Robinson's fine book Godbearing: Evangelism 

Reconceived. I can already tell that this scholar is filled 

with wisdom and faith. And she is hard hitting. In the 

bit I have read so far I came across this: "Although we 

profess to be disciples who follow Jesus Christ, under 

the sway of culture and individualism we succumb to a 

form of personal, individual 'salvation' in which our 

actions belie our language of discipleship and 

misrepresent the gospel messageéRather than allowing 

the living God to 'possess' us, we unwittingly turn God 

into another one of our possessions, a deus ex machina 

at our disposal."  

 One of the points she makes clear right at the 

beginning is that churches that try to use evangelism for 

the sake of growth are being unfaithful to the gospel of 

Jesus. She takes exception to the deleterious way that 

evangelism has been practiced 

in our nation for the past 

couple of generations: it has 

done far more harm than good. 

The point of evangelism is not church growth. The 

point of evangelism is not to proclaim a distorted gospel 

and call it God's Way. The point of evangelism is not to 

scare people into "believing." 

 The point of evangelism is God bearing: sharing 

compassion with a neighbor who has just lost a family 

member to death; sharing joy with a couple on the birth 

of their child; sharing our bread with the hungry, a coat 

with someone who is cold, a visit with someone who 

gets no visits. Bearing God. Carrying the Christ 

presence with you. Living in the church and going to 

the world, bearing the worship and wisdom and 

community and incarnate love to all whom you meet. 

 God bearing. You may be the only Jesus someone 

ever meets. 

Musings and Meditations  

Moderatorôs Corner:  Troy Greenwood 

Ministerôs Meditation 
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Childrenôs Programs 

Summer Sunday Sojourn  

Journeys in the Lands of the Bible  
 

Our Summer Sunday Sojourn for kids from age 3 through grade 5 continues in July. Through our own ñmagic tree 

houseò and with a wise person for our guide, we have already visited Adam and Eve in Eden with Aaron and 

Adrienne Ruhnow playing the title roles and the lands of Abraham and Sarah, with Doug and Denise Brown as the 

lead characters.  

 July 4 is an intergenerational service, as we celebrate our nationôs birthday in worship and song. 

 On July 11, we will look for Joseph in Egypt, and then weôll journey in Sinai with Moses on July 18. On the 

last Sunday in July, our magic tree house will take us to the land of the three kings ï but not THOSE three kings. 

Weôll visit the realms of Saul, David, and Solomon. 

 It takes a village to create and deliver such creative programs, and thanks go to everyone who is working on 

our Summer Sunday Sojourns. 

Berkeley Rich, who willingly assumed 

the challenging task of coordinating 

the entire program, deserves special 

appreciation from all of us. And 

Noanie Geistert, who is now in place 

as the Interim Director of Childrenôs 

Ministries, has stepped into the 

logistics management role with the 

departure of Karen Guy. Jessa Decker-

Smith creates the bookmarks which 

the children take home each Sunday, 

and you will see many people from the 

congregation playing the role of guide 

when the children arrive at their 

destination. It wouldnôt happen 

without all of you, so we say again ï 

THANKS! 

Happy July Birthdays...  

...to Our Seniors  

 

7/2 Boyd Barker 

7/3 Monroe Deane 

7/3 Ann Lane 

7/12 Claes Hultgren 

7/15 Pat Barker 

7/15 Rose Moyer 

7/15 Dorothy Plocher 

7/17 Carol Kirkpatrick 

7/17 Lewis Moyer 

7/21 Elaine Hoss 

7/26 Jim Woodward 

7/28 Nancy Campbell 

...and to Our Children  

 

7/4  Zachary Wood 

7/5  Madi Spillman 

7/6  Wesley Foa 

7/8  Kristen Hovland 

7/8  Tyler Smith 

7/10 Owen Shier 

7/12 Carter Ajamie 

7/12 Charles Trask 

7/12 Claire Hutchison 

7/13 Cassandra Calhoun 

7/19 Paxton Erickson 

7/22 Thomas Brightwell 

 

 

7/24 Reed Paterson 

7/24 Sophie Mangiameli 

7/25 Derek Von Drehle 

7/27 Alysa Green 

7/28 Henry Greenwood 

7/29 Regan Wright 

7/30 Piper Gaines 
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Intergenerational & Adult Education  

Intergenerational Opportunities  
 

Summer Book Club Continues through July 11 

The intergenerational discussion of The God Box, by Alex Sanchez continues through July 11 at 

10:10 a.m. in the Commons Room. You can still come and participate even if you have not 

been to the June sessions. 

 This young adult novel is a coming of age story set in a small west Texas town. Most of 

the action takes place in the local high school where Paul, a devout conservative Christian, has his world turned upside 

down by the arrival of a new kid in town, Manuel, who is charming, handsome, religious, and gay. Everything Paul has 

believed about God, the church, and himself is thrown open to question. 

 While written primarily for teens, The God Box provides solid theological examinations of those scriptures used by 

some to condemn homosexuality, in the context of a heartbreaking story of a young manôs coming to terms with his own 

identity. CE recommends this book for teens, parents, and all others wanting a family-friendly venue to discuss sexual 

orientation, prejudice, and how the church can help, or hurt. 

 Copies of the book may be obtained on Sunday mornings at Mission Central, while supplies last. A donation of $10 

per copy would be appreciated if you are able. 

  

Faith Development Class Begins July 18 

Itôs a Gift to be Simple 

The Christian Education Ministry is pleased to announce a new intergenerational program 

to be offered this summer on Sundays at 10:10 a.m. Led by Rev. Andrea LaSonde Anastos, 

this program for singles, couples, and families with children 12 and up looks at ñhow we 

live our values.ò We will talk about simplicity and what that might mean to each family/

household; economics and budgets; the environment; diet (what we eat, not how much!). 

This isnôt a lecture or teaching workshop as much as it is a support and accountability 

group. Check the Sunday bulletins for room location. 

 

Soulful Sundowns  
"I don't really believe in the virgin birth." 

"I don't like it when people talk about 

Jesus' blood." 

"How can anyone believe in the 

resurrection in the 21st century?" 
 

At First Plymouth, people say things like 

these all the time. Many of us are here 

because we have struggled with more 

"traditional" Christian theological 

positions, and First Plymouth is a place 

where questions are welcomed and each 

individual's conscience is respected. But 

sometimes, we're more sure about what 

we don't believe than what we do 

believe. Sound familiar? If so, this series 

is for you! 

 This summer, we'll gather each 

Wednesday night from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

to discuss theology, in a series we're 

calling "Soulful Sundowns." We'll meet 

in the courtyard under the summer sky 

(or indoors if it's raining), have some 

light refreshments, and talk about some 

of the big questions of the Christian faith. 

And if we're lucky, at the end, we'll know 

not only what we don't believe, but also 

what we do believe. We'll meet each 

Wednesday evening from June 23 until 

August 11 (eight sessions in all). Join us, 

and bring a friend! For questions or more 

details, contact Rev. Eric Smith at the 

church. 

 

Adult Education  
Bible Basics & Beyond and Bible Workbench are on hiatus for the summer.  

They will resume in September ï watch the weekly updates for details. 
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Outreach/Mission  

Habitat Happenings  

 
Thank You First Plymouth!  
 

The kick-off breakfast for this yearôs 

Habitat build was held in Plymouth Hall on 

May 15. With 120 volunteers (over 15 from 

First Plymouth) and partner family 

members in attendance, it was a rousing 

success.  First Plymouth was a fine host and 

special thanks go to Carole Westphal, Don 

McLean, and Robert Basquez. 

 
Loaves & Fishes Workers Needed! 
 

The 2010 Habitat for Humanity house at 

1005 S. Patton Court in southwest Denver 

will be starting construction in mid-July. 

The fifteen churches which make up Loaves 

and Fishes are separated into four teams 

which rotate the four days of construction 

each week. First Plymouth is in Team Four 

with Columbine United Church and 

Heritage United Methodist Church, and 

together we need to provide eight workers 

for each work day. The initial schedule is 

outlined in the table below. 

 Past volunteers will be hearing from 

Bruce Thumm, the Team Four Coordinator, 

to get advanced sign-ups. If you can spare a 

day for this worthwhile work, contact Bruce 

at 303-905-2225 or thummb@msn.com to 

sign up, and plan on having a good time! 

 
 

First Plymouth Loaves & Fishes Building Schedule: Summer 2010 

Share the Plate  
 

Family Homestead Share the Plate Results 
Scripture reminds us that generous giving began in the heart of God. God, 

who gives to us so generously, has provided a pattern for us as Christians 

to follow. We are to give to those in need, those who are weak, and those 

who are oppressed. We give not because they beg us to but because we 

love as God loves us. 

 Through our Share the Plate offering, we have been able to provide 

funds for various organizations in Denver and the greater Colorado area. 

Mayôs Share the Plate designee was Family Homestead. The loose cash 

offerings totaled $2,908 with over $2,300 being donated to this 

worthwhile organization. Outreach Ministry received the balance for 

future distribution. The Christian spirit is alive and flourishing at FP. 

Blessings to you and thanks be to God. 

 

July Share the Plate Offerings Support Urban Peak  
Urban Peak helps homeless youth and youth at risk of becoming homeless 

overcome real-life challenges by providing essential services and a 

supportive community, empowering them to become self-sufficient 

adults. Serving some 2,300 young people last year, Urban Peak meets a 

unique need across the Denver metro area for homeless and at-risk youth 

ages 14-24.   

 Our Share the Plate offerings will support wrap-around services 

including outreach, shelter, housing, education, employment, substance 

abuse/mental health counseling, and life skills development, that seek to 

help youth realize their full potential by unlocking their abilities and 

instilling confidence to become responsible, self-sufficient adults. Learn 

more and join the effort at urbanpeak.org. 

 

Nominate the Plate 

Thanks to your generosity, the six-month trial for Share the Plate has 

resulted in approximately $14,000 of designated outreach support to 8 

non-profit organizations globally, nationally, and in our local community. 

In addition, the Outreach Ministry made donations to the Denver Inner 

City Food Bank, the Youth Mission trip, purchased a membership to the 

Parish Resource Center, and responded to a request from Metro CareRing 

for a large quantity of beans and rice. We will continue to fund Outreach 

activities in this highly effective way and invite First Plymouth members 

to participate in nominating organizations to receive these offerings in the 

future. Please pick up a Nominate the Plate application at Mission Central 

or request one online at sharetheplate@firstplymouthchurch.org. 

July August September 

Thursday, July 15 Friday, August 6 Friday, September 3 

Wednesday, July 21 Thursday, August 12 Thursday, September 9 

Saturday, July 31 Wednesday, August 18 Wednesday, September 15 

  Saturday, August 28 Saturday, September 25 
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Outreach/Mission  

Kiva ðLoans that Change Lives  
Want to be directly involved in breaking the cycle of poverty that limits so 

many lives worldwide? Consider Kiva (www.kiva.org), the world's first 

person-to-person microlending website that connects individuals (like 

you!) from around the globe to entrepreneurs in developing third-world 

countries to make loans as small as $25 that can change lives. 

Hereôs how it works ï you loan $25 via Kiva to an entrepreneur that you 

choose from the website. Kiva facilitates the loan through its connections to 

banks worldwide that screen the entrepreneurs for viability and 

creditworthiness. The bank lends the money and manages repayments. You 

track your entrepreneurôs business progress online and you get repaid in 

full. Itôs essentially a 0% loan you make to someone who ordinarily 

wouldnôt qualify for a traditional loan. Your loan (in some cases, combined 

with other lenders) provides the springboard for a small business person to 

get the start they need or to add or expand an existing enterprise. Kivaôs 

track record for repayment ï 97% ï sure beats the current stock market. 

 Make a difference today ï person-to-person!  For those who want to be 

connected in a way that establishes a partnership and allows/requires 

recipients to be accountable, Kiva is a great option. 

 First Plymouth Church has created a ólending teamô on the Kiva website 

that weôd love to have you join. Kiva also allows you to give online gift 

certificates to others for as little as $25. Remember Kiva for Motherôs/

Fatherôs Day, birthdays, anniversaries, or even an end-of-year gift for a 

special teacher. 

 During the Alternative Gift Market( AGM) in 2008, an angel donated 

$25 for the Outreach Ministry to use to loan to a Kiva entrepreneur of 

Outreachôs choice. That loan has since been paid back leaving $25 to be 

loaned to another entrepreneur. That same angel donated another $25 

during the 2009 AGM to be lent to another entrepreneur of the Outreach 

ministryôs choice. That meant the Outreach Ministry had $50 to lend to two 

entrepreneurs In the coming months, we will report on how these two 

entrepreneurs are doing. In the meantime, learn about Agathe Umutesiôs 

story on the right.  

 

 
Itôs All In The Bag! 

If you had gone to Plymouth Hall between services on May 23, you 

would have heard the chatter, clatter and swoosh of an extremely 

efficient and eager assembly line bagging rice and beans! 

 When Metro CareRing sent out an emergency appeal for rice 

and beans last month, the Outreach Ministry and LOFT joined to 

respond to the call. With Outreach funds, Craig and Brian Eley 

purchased and hauled 500 pounds of beans and rice to church, fully 

expecting only part of it to be processed. But that Sunday, nearly 40 

First Plymouth members of all ages gathered in Plymouth Hall with 

measuring cups, bowls, scoops, and baggies, and in 45 minutes all 

500 pounds were bagged into 2-cup portions. 

 What a joyful sight to see this diligent intergenerational group 

working so enthusiastically together to help others. Many thanks to 

all who participated! Thanks also to Heather Greenwood for 

making the arrangements with Metro CareRing and delivering the 

beans and rice when we were done. 

A Kiva Loan at a Glance  

 

 

Borrower: Agathe Umutesi 
Location: Gasabo District, Rwanda 
Repayment Term: 10 months 
Activity: Food Market    
Repayment Schedule: Monthly 
Loan Use: Add more goods to  shop 
Currency Exchange Loss: Possible  
Default Protection: Not Covered 
 
 
Agathe Umutesi is 40 years old and is 
married with six children between 3 and 
14 years old. She is a poor woman who 
works hard in order to provide the daily 
food for her family.  

 

Agathe is well-known in the business of 
selling soft drinks. She has been in this 
business for about two years and the 
hours of her business are from 6 a.m. 
until late in the evening hours.  

 

Agathe needs to request a Kiva loan 
via Vision Finance Company so that 
she can add more goods to sell in her 
shop. Those goods will include 
foodstuffs like food supplies, sugar, 
rice, different types of flour, Irish 
potatoes, and some more drinks like 
water and juice.  

 

With this additional business, Agathe 
hopes that her profits will increase . 
With those profits, she will try to keep a 
better sustainability for her business as 
well as paying her childrenôs school 
fees and providing more food for her 
family.  



 

Summer Softball  
Due to overbearing coaches, self-possessed athletes, hooligan-like 

fans and shameless groupies, First Plymouth long ago shut down its 

football, ultimate Frisbee and Scrabble teams. However, we still 

have a last remnant of our legendary sports tradition, our slow pitch 

softball team (which never seemed to catch on with the 

hooliganséwell, not with the groupies either).  

 The season began on June 6 when the First Plymouth Pilgrims 

and Pilgrimettes (all 5 of them) took the field against St. Luke's 

Methodist. The coach brought a couple of friends and the pitcher 

recruited a ringer from Christian Indian. That gave the team 8 

players, enough to avoid a forfeit. After falling behind 11 to 1, the 

team rallied in the 3rd inning to get within 2. St. Luke's was hoping 

for rain at that point. St. Luke's however, had the regulation 10 

players and wore the greenies down until they pulled out an 18 to 

11 victory after 6 innings. Despite the loss, the Plymouth fans 

voted their team the best dressed on the field.  

 Your summer will not be complete until you come out and play, 

or cheer, for this team. Wear green (or not). The remaining games 

include July 11 vs. Hope Methodist at 1:15 p.m., July 18 against 

Evanston Methodist at 5:45 p.m., and July 25 vs. Green Mountain 

Methodist at 2:45 p.m. The games are played at Progress Park. Go 

one block south on Broadway from Belleview, turn west on Lehow 

Ave. to Huron St., then north (bearing right) into the Park parking 

lot. The field is on the north side of the parking lot across the creek. 

 

The Group  
The Group will meet for an open house at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, 

July 17, at the home of Sue and Ken Hovland, 6486 W. Long Drive 

in Littleton (Grant Ranch). No reservation is necessary; bring the 

usual - hearty hors d'oeuvres, wine, dessert, or your favorite dish. 

Directions: from South Santa Fe, turn west on Bowles Avenue for 

two miles, then right on Grant Ranch Boulevard. Take the first left 

on Dorado Drive for 0.6 miles. Turn left on Lamar Court and make 

an immediate left onto Gould Drive. This becomes West Long 

Drive and it's about a block to their house. The Hovland's telephone 

number is 303-756-1306. 

 

The 2009/2010 Women's Fellowship 
Association Bridge Marathon Winners Are:  
 

First Place - Mary McDaniel and Hatsy Strong 

Second Place - Nancy Dean and Shirley Stotko 

Third Place - Barbara Lahey and Debra Starin 
 

If you are interested in joining us for the September start, or even 

considering doing so, please contact Barbara Lahey by the end of 

July for information on how the marathon works: 303-758-3218. 
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Fellowship Opportunities  

Community Camp Corner  
 

You Can Still Participate! 
 

It's too late to sign up for the entire week of 

camp, but it is not too late to sign up for just a 

few days. You can join us any day or days you 

would like. The brief schedule described below 

will give you some ideas of what is happening 

each day. If you would like to spend the night, or 

several nights, Tricia Springer and Chip Cole 

would appreciate knowing that right away. If you 

would like to come for the day, feel free to just 

'come on down!' 

 There will be classes every morning and 

afternoon. There are sports activities, the 

swimming pool, and just the tall grass under the 

pine trees. Monday night will be a square dance, 

Tuesday night a great surprise, Wednesday night 

music around the camp fire, Thursday the 

infamous Talent Show, and Friday a 'musical' 

evening ending in the slide show of the week's 

fun at Heaven on Earth. 

 If you come down for part or all of a day the 

costs are (payable before you depart La Foret): 

 

 
 

 

 

Community Camp Name Tags: Camp is  

July 25-31. Remember to wear your name tag 

from previous years. If you do not have a tag, you 

will be provided with one at La Foret on the 

opening day of camp.  

 
 

 

  12 and Older Ages 4-11 

Day Use Fee $15 $5 

Breakfast $8 $5 

Lunch $10 $7 

Dinner $12 $8 

Overnight Stay $15 $15 

  (Children under 4 free) 
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Womenôs Retreat Registration Form 

First Plymouth Womenôs Retreat  
 

 -The Song of the Beloved - 
Calling Ourselves into Spiritual Focus through 

 Music, Meditation, Movement, and Art  
 

September 17-19, 2010 
La Foret Conference & Retreat Center 

 
 
 

Please send registration form, with check payable to ñFirst Plymouth,ò by applicable dates to: 
First Plymouth Congregational Church, 3501 S. Colorado Boulevard, Englewood, CO 80113.    
Be to write ñWomenôs Retreatò in the memo line of your check. 

 
Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail _______________________________________ 

Emergency contact name & phone number:__________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The retreat starts at 5:00pm on Friday and ends at 10:00am on Sunday morning. All meals from Friday dinner 
to Sunday breakfast are included. Sign up for a top bunk at a reduced price! Please be aware upper bunks 
may be assigned to others if necessary. 

 

______ Upper Bunk Special $125.00 per person, register by August 15th 

______ $130.00 per person, register by August 15th 

______ $135.00 per person, register after August 15th 

______ $45.00 for Saturday only (lunch & dinner & program) 

______ $20 for linens (sheets and towels) 

______ I need vegetarian meals please 

 
Roommate requests (no guarantees)_______________________________________ 

We will try to help with carpool arrangements.  Do you need a ride?_________ 

Are you willing to drive someone else?______________________________________  

 

For questions, contact Nancy Erickson, 303-452-4469, gnqc64@msn.com. 

mailto:gnqc64@msn.com
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Terry Crews & Nanette Harland, Pastoral Care Coordinators  

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org Å 303-762-0616 x225 

We Are The Church Together  

 

 

 

Welcome new members Nathan and Michelle Benton 

and Chad Robinson. Nathan and Michelle moved here 

from North Carolina to be closer to family and are excited 

to be a part of a vibrant congregation. Nathan is a 

supervisor for Home Depot and Michelle works for 

Community Reach Center and is a graduate student in 

Mental Health Studies. Chad is a native of Connecticut 

but has called Colorado home since 1998. He has become 

active in several areas of church life and shares his home 

in Aurora with his two dogs. 

 Harris and Loretta  Cohn are together in the 

Reminiscence Unit at Brighton Gardens. Visitors and 

cards are most welcome. There is no need to call ahead, 

but please check in at reception first. 

 Judy Crossland is recovering from a stroke and a 

broken hip at the Suites of Holly Creek, 5590 E. 

Peakview Place, Centennial. She has enjoyed the 

company of her doting children, Melinda, Stafford, Peter 

and Kirkham. Morgan has been holding court with the 

staff and enjoys numerous daily walks. Judy welcomes 

cards, calls and visitors. 

 Ed Danielson and Sarah Waldorfôs mother, Signald 

ñSigò Danielson, died May 15. Please remember Ed, 

Sarah and Edôs son, Tom, in your prayers.  

 Phyllis Stare is thrilled to welcome her ninth great-

grandchild. Quinn Cornell was born to Peter and Tyler 

Cornell in Baltimore, Maryland. Her grandparents are 

Randy Herrick -Stare and Jeanne Herrick-Stare, who 

were members at First Plymouth before moving to 

Washington, DC. 

 Jeff Villanueva is excited to announce the wedding of 

his daughter, Jessy Villanueva, to Steven Tozer on 

Saturday, June 12, in Denver, Colorado. 

 Sue and Bill Lee are proud new grandparents of two 

grandchildren: Aurora Lee was born April 14 to Ryan and 

Julie Lee, in St. Louis, Missouri. Ryan is Billôs son. 

Samuel Joseph ñSam, Cesare, was born May 21 to Tony 

and Erika Cesare in San Diego. Tony is Sueôs son. 

 Michael and Sydney Jackson are happy to report that 

Sydney is home recovering after successful brain surgery. 

 Congratulations to Erik Sandvold and Martha 

Harmon Pardee, who appeared together on stage as 

husband and wife in the family drama ñUpò at the Curious 

Theatre in June. The last time they performed in together 

was when they were newlyweds 17 years ago. Their 

daughters are Addie and Helena. 

 Doane College presented seven alumni awards at its 

awards banquet on May 15, including the Exceptional 

Service Award to Dalyce Due, class of 1960. This award 

is presented to alumni for extraordinary service to forward 

the goals and objectives of Doane College. 

 Jim and Marcia Nelson traveled to San Diego in June 

to celebrate their granddaughterôs high school graduation. 

 Reverend Jane Anne Ferguson sends greetings and 

great news. Her house sold on May 17, and the move-out 

was smooth. Jane Anne is working for the summer in Ft. 

Collins for Plymouth Congregational Church, United 

Church of Christ, with Hal Chorpenning. Her job is part-

time, filling in for associate minister Sharon Benton, who 

is away on sabbatical. Jane Anne continues to be grateful 

and thankful for all your thoughts and prayers. 

 First Plymouth celebrated the baptism of Rowan Shay 

Bess on Sunday, June 6, in the Sanctuary. The ceremony 

was performed by the Reverend George Anastos. Rowan 

is the son of Robert and Catherine Bess, and the great 

grandson of Helen and the late Dr. Howard Bess. 

 Congratulations to our 2010 High School graduates:  

Becca Thompson, Michael McCoy, Erin Conner, 

Kacie Thomas, Landen Krause, Kim Guy, and 

Mackenzie Hill. 

 Welcome to our 2010 Confirmands:  Katherine 

Bonnie, Kate Paterson, Trinity Thomas, Andrew 

Norrish, Zach Zahnow, Addyson Harland, Paige 

Riggins, and Alegra Gutierrez. 

 Richard Ward  has accepted a position at Phillips 

Theological seminary in Tulsa. He will fill the Fred 

Craddock Chair of Homiletics, named for his mentor. 

 Dillon Ward  will direct Fool for Love, a play by Sam 

Shepard, at the Easy Street Café in West Seattle. 

 Colin  Ward  completed his freshman year at Metro 

State College with a 4.0 in music composition. 

 Braxton Griffith  is at Brighton Gardens and enjoys 

cards and visitors.  The address is:  Brighton Gardens, 

2500 S. Roslyn Street, Room #167, Denver, CO  80231. 

 Members of our church family are serving in conflict 

overseas:  Ginnie Heddensô grandson, Brian Ballard, a 

civilian technologist, and Army Capt. Shannon Ford, a 

friend of First Plymouth, are serving in Iraq. Army 

Specialist Trevor Davis is serving in Afghanistan. Eric  

and Lynn Replingerôs son-in-law, Marine Corporal Ian 

Drew-Bell, is serving an eight month tour in Afghanistan. 

Ianôs wife, Rachel Drew-Bell, lives in Centennial with 

her parents during his deployment. 

Joys & Concerns  

mailto:pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org
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Contact Information  

First Plymouth Staff 
303-762-0616 

 
Rev. George C. Anastos 

Senior Minister 
 

Frank Perko III 
Director of Music 

 

Gwen Blumenschein 
Associate Director of Music 

 

Heidi Thomas 
Youth Choir Director 

 
Rev. Eric Smith 

Youth and Young Adults Director 
 

Noanie Geistert 
Director of Childrenõs Ministries  

fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

 
Terry Crews & Nanette Harland 
Pastoral Care Coordinators 

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

Cathy Benn 
Parish Visitor 

 
Carole Westphal 

Director of Administration 

 

Barbara Hosanna 
Office Coordinator 

 

Dulci Stewart 
Human Resources/Accounting 

 

Jessa Decker-Smith 
Communications Coordinator 

 

Don McLean 
Facilities Manager 

Ralph Basquez, Custodian 
Robert Basquez, Custodian 

 
First Plymouth Learning Center 

Karrie Gleason, Director 
303-762-9355  
director@fplc.org 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, e-mail us 
using first initial and last name 

@firstplymouthchurch.org 

COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Moderator                   Troy Greenwood 
720-554-9298 
moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org        
 

Vice Moderator               Peg Thompson 
pegthompson@frii.com                        703-3901 
 

Treasurer                         Steve Haskins 
steve@denvercpafirm.com                    843-9590 
 

Church Clerk                     Carlyne White 
crogersno6@msn.com                         751-3307 
 

Business Admin Team  Keith Conner 
keith.conner@comcast.net                   781-0589 
 

Memorials                          Linda Glenn 
lwg2447@aol.com                             758-2110 
 

Memorial Garden     Arlene Hutchinson 
arayhutch@msn.com                          756-4367 
 

Nominating                     Sam Robinson 
samrob@zebsco.com                           692-1083 
 

Inclusivity/ONA             Randy Nicholas 
trn1cholas@comcast.net                      791-2414 
 

PPRC                                David Nestor 
dcnestor@lsi-s.com                             238-2405 
 

Whole Earth Aaron & Adrienne Ruhnow 
aruhnow@comcast.net                 720-937-1065 
 

Endowment                        Harry Adair 
harryadair@comcast.net                      797-6207 
 

Arts at Plymouth                  Alan Long 
along47416@yahoo.com              720-468-3310  
 

MINISTRIES 
Christian Education 
Chair: Ingrid Serio 
ingridserio@comcast.net                      759-9342 
 

Outreach 
Chair: Craig Eley 
craig@eley.net                                   758-9499 
 

Fellowship & Parish Life 
Chairs: Judith Clausen 
revclaus@comcast.net                         587-3509 
 

Stewardship 
Chair: Kit Cowperthwaite              347-0045 
kitrlest@aol.com 
 

Worship & Arts 
Chair: Doug Brown 
dbdbsbrb@aol.com                            757-3550 

 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

 

Bridge Marathon             Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 

LOFT                       Heather Greenwood 

hgreenwood@comcast.net            720-308-2360  
 

MARS                             Margaret Sensel                             
bermarsens@msn.com                        771-1469 
 

Menôs Fellowship          Fletcher Brown 
brownsinco@q.com                            814-1420 
 

Serendipity                                   TBA 
 

The Group                       Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 

Thursday Afternoon Circle 
Phyllis Rigsby                                693-0187 
 

Travel Club                                   TBA 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Association 
 Marcia Nelson 

mrnjgn@comcast.net                          794-4524 
 

Yacht & Donut                Norm Kautsky 
nlkautsky@earthlink.net                    794-3348 
 

Phone numbers are 303 area code 

unless otherwise noted. 
 

Browse the First Plymouth 
Library catalog online at  

www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/Firstplymouth.%27


 

The Newsletter Deadline for the August Issue is  

Saturday, July 10!  
 

Send your articles and information to: 

news@firstplymouthchurch.org 
(Or put them in the newsletter box in the church office.) 

Late submissions may not be included,  

and all submissions are subject to editing. 
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The Back Page  

Special Thanks To:  
 

June newsletter assemblers: Ellyn 

Domnik, Barbara Lahey, Corrine 

Lude, Dan Porter, Glen Pray, Frank 

and Marion Taylor, and Claire Yetter. 
 

Church office volunteers: Kari 

Collins, Marilyn Mattson, Sue 

Armour, Myra Kolditz, Betsy Lewis, 

Carolyn Weaver, Faith McMillan, and 

Nancy Cole.  
 

Sunday church office volunteers: 

Phyllis Rigsby, Ginny Galloway, 

Dottie Herbertson, and Margaret 

Sensel. 
 

Sanctuary straighteners: Fred 

Fowler, Marion and Jim Woodward. 
 

June flower arrangers: Lu 

Schroeder, Jan Spomer, Heidi 

Stevenson, and Andrea Anastos. 
 

Lawn and garden crew:  Liz 

Mascitelli, Leigh Green, Judy 

Macomber, Bill James, Howard 

Brand, Doug Brown, Jim Woodward, 

Harry Adair, and Jim Brenkendorff 

(who is mowing and trimming our 

lawns every week and keeping them 

looking fabulous!). 

Edited by Jessa Decker-Smith and Carole Westphal. First Plymouth Congregational Church NEWS is published monthly by First 

Plymouth Congregational Church, The United Church of Christ, 3501 S. Colorado Blvd., Englewood, CO  80113, 303-762-0616. 

Around the Parish  
NAME TAGS - For many years we worn nametags 

as an act of hospitality. It helps us to feel more 

comfortable talking to people we donôt know 

(especially when we only hear their name in a 

noisy, crowded room). Maybe we think òI have 

been here so long, everybody knows me.ò That may 

not be true for new members, seasonal attendees, 

and especially for our guests ï both first time guests 

and those who have attended several times and are intrigued but still deciding if 

this church feels like home. Currently the name tags are in alphabetical order in 

the foyer. We encourage members to find their name tag, wear it, keep it, take 

charge of it, and bring it back each Sunday. We are transitioning to a computer 

system that will help us update member information and welcome guests in a 

timely fashion. The computerized name tags will use less paper than the pew 

pads. The use of pew pads will continue until the transition is complete. 
 

 

MARS - Yes, it is a planet, but it is also the Material Aid and Recycling 

Society, our first outreach society. Meeting for two hours on the third Thursday 

of the month from September through May (except December), the women used 

donated fabric and embellishments to make stuffed animals, dolls, and blankets 

for children who need comfort and security at a time of uncertainty, sadness or 

fear. In the 2009-2010 season, 214 items were donated went to Aurora 

Childrenôs Hospital, the Department of Human Services, The Rocky Mountain 

Hospital for Children at Presbyterian St. Lukeôs, and District 3-Victimôs Service 

Unit of the Aurora Police Department. 

 Fleece, blankets and cash donations are badly needed. If you can help, 

contact Margaret Sensel or the church office. Thank you to our many donors! 

Support Your Landscaping  
First Plymouth Church sits on six acres with over 90 trees, and our current restricted budget allocates no funds for the 

landscaping of our church. We still would love for First Plymouth to be the beautiful cornerstone of Cherry Hills Village 

and are asking for cash contributions to help make that happen. Please make your checks payable to First Plymouth, with 

ñlandscapingò noted in the memo line. The new envelopes in the pews for donations can be used for your cash or check 

donation, or you can mail your contribution. The monies will be used to maintain existing gardens, lawns, trees, replace 

mulch, and add perennials, if there are sufficient funds. Contributions will be accepted through July 15.  

 

 We also have a dedicated, small group that actively cares for the church grounds. If you  would like to join us please 

contact Harry Adair, Leigh Green or Liz Mascitelli. 

mailto:news@firstplymouthchurch.org

