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On Target to Complete Your 2010 Pledge?  
 

Donôt forget to complete your 2010 six-month pledge. With 2/3 of the fiscal year behind us 

as of April 30, we have received only 60% of pledges, which is approximately $18,000 less 

that we should have in hand by this time. If you would like to check the status of your 

pledge, contact Dulci Stewart in the church office at dstewart@firstplymouthchurch.org or 

303-762-0616.  

 Although First Plymouth is on a July 1 through June 30 fiscal year and we will be 

ending the churchôs financial year at the end of June, we will not be sending contribution 

statements until January 2011, to match the tax year of individual taxpayers. If you would 

like an interim statement or any additional information about your contributions, that 

contact again is Dulci Stewart (see above).  

 Thank you for both making and keeping your generous financial commitments to FPC. 
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Stewardship: A Key Aspect of 

Church Membership  
 

The new church year starts July 1, and the 

campaign to complete the congregationôs financial 

commitment for the upcoming year is winding 

down. However, if you have not yet participated by 

making your commitment, it is not too late. We want your financial 

resources to be included in our communal plans for this program year. We want to be sure that 

you donôt miss out on being part of this exciting and critical time in our life as a congregation. 
 

 As you know from e-mails, newsletters, bulletins, and announcements, the goal this year is 

100% financial participation of member households. We are delighted to report that during the 

pre-campaign, fellow members responded with re-energized generosity, some increasing their 

commitment by 200%.  
 

 You may already have received a financial commitment card at one of the worship services 

during the Stewardship Campaign (May 2, May 9, or May 16). If you need a card, however, 

they are at the Church office or they can be sent to you (please contact the office at 303-762-

0616 or info@firstplymouthchurch.org). We ask you to complete both sides within the next 

week and to mail it back to the church office so that we will have a complete picture of our 

resources for the upcoming year.  
 

 Although 2008 was a year of startling financial meltdown and we have members of the 

congregation who are still living with unemployment or under-employment, we have also seen 

that, as a community, we continue to be stewards of amazing abundance and wealth. We saw 

this on ñCloak and Coat Sundayò (Sunday before Easter) when we collected just under 300 

coats; we have seen it in our LOFT projects, Share-the-Plate collections, and Can Do Sundays. 
 

 We will continue to share extravagantly with those outside our doors; however we also 

need to insure that we keep our doors open for the strangers who need us; the children who are 

being nurtured in faith; those among us facing trials, illness, and death; and as the spiritual 

nurture for our own ministries in the world. That requires an operating budget that is 

expanding, not static or contracting. We invite you to join with the other households who have 

stretched further this year to support a flourishing FPC.  
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June Lectionary Texts  

June 6 1 Kings 17:8-16, (17-24  

Psalm 146 

1 Kings 17:17-24 

Psalm 30 

Galatians 1:11-24 Luke 7:11-17 

June 13 1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a  

Psalm 5:1-8 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15 

Psalm 32 

Galatians 2:15-21 Luke 7:36-8:3 

June 20 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 
Psalm 42 and 43 

Isaiah 65:1-9 

Psalm 22:19-28 

Galatians 3:23-29 Luke 8:26-39 

June 27 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

Psalm 16 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Luke 9:51-62 

June 6 ï Luke 7:11 - 17  

The Rev. George Anastos  
 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10 AM, 
FOLLOWED BY POTLUCK LUNCH AND 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
 

Although we are no longer in Easter Season (the six 

Sundays after Easter Day), today's lesson is a 

resurrection story of Jesus raising a young man from 

the dead. Resurrection, life being raised from death, 

is the core of Christian faith. There is always room 

for hope. There is always reason to embrace life. 
 

June 13 ï Luke 7:36 ï 8:3  
The Rev. George Anastos  

 

I once read a fascinating appraisal of how churches 

see themselves. The author noted that sometimes 

churches see themselves as castles of saints: the 

faithful believers are the few, protected against the 

world and its influences, and they are the few who 

will know the eternal favor of God. She went on to 

note that another way that some churches see 

themselves is as a hospital for sinners: a community 

of forgiven, forgiving people inviting and welcoming 

all into a fellowship of healing love. This morning's 

lesson looks hard at these conceptions of Church. 
 

June 20 ï 1 Kings 19:11 - 15a  

ñAn Atheist Looks at the Bibleò 
Carole Westphal  
Last summer I ñcame out of the closetò as an atheist, 

albeit what I would term a Christian atheist. That 

event triggered an ongoing conversation with First 

Plymouth members, and to answer one of the most 

common questions, I will take a look at the Bible and 

describe its role and function in the life of an atheist. 
 

June 27 ï Luke 6:32 - 38  
"Life Abundant"  

Anne Kleinkopf  
Life abundantï"a good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together, running over"ïis what Jesus 

promises to us and calls us to live out. The 

extraordinary good news that this passage from Luke 

proclaims is that we can receive and be that 

abundance. 
 

Special music by a touring childrenôs choir from the Sing 

A Mile High Childrenôs Choral Festival. 

Worship Opportunities  

Sunday Morning at First Plymouth  

 

  9:00 a.m. -  10:00 a.m . First Service and Childrenôs Sunday School 

  9:15 a.m. -  10:00 a.m.  Contemplative Worship in the Chapel 

10:10 a.m. -  11:00 a.m.  Christian Education for Adults, Youth, & Children  

                 Childrenôs Choir Rehearsals 

11:11 a.m. -  12:15 p.m.  Second Service  
 

All Morning: Fellowship in Plymouth Hall and Nursery Care in B09  
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 Whatôs piety? The dictionary 

refers to it as ñreligious devotion.ò 

I attended a lecture by John 

Thomas in May at church. It was a 

great talk, and perfect timing given 

our Next Steps process and all our 

future thinking. John just 

completed ten years as the head of 

our denomination, and now serves 

as a special advisor to the president of the Chicago 

Theological Seminary, where he is also a professor.  

 In his talk, which was about getting the mainline 

church ñback on trackò, he spoke of piety, which kind of 

surprised me. I hadnôt heard the word used before in my 

time at First Plymouth, or at least not that I can 

remember. He suggested that historically we in the UCC 

have been strongly focused on programsðwholesome 

and educational activities for adults, families and youthð

rather than on developing the spiritual foundation that 

would result in what he called a ñthick pietyò, one which 

would sustain us in our fast changing, ever more secular 

world. John believes it important for post-modern 

churches (think post-60ôs) to reclaim the ancient spiritual 

practices that have been at the center of Christian life for 

centuries. His words: ña vibrant worship life, sacrament, 

and a rich and lively liturgical experienceò are needed in 

our churches to nurture the piety and personal spiritual 

experience that many yearn for.  

 So, what about piety at First Plymouth? What would 

that mean to you? There was much more to Johnôs talkð

a missional orientation, being personally out there in the 

community to share the good news, and moving from a 

ñrespectable religionò to one of evangelical (small ñeò, 

good news) faith, along with piety. Food for thought as 

we look ahead!   

Blessings, Nancy 

moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 
Council Update: In its meeting on May 11 Council continued 

the process we began in April, which will culminate in our 

Senior Ministerôs performance evaluation, to be completed in 

June.  Specifically this month we reviewed a draft of Reverend 

Anastosô report on the churchôs progress towards the 

remaining three aspirational outcomes defined our five Ends 

Policy statements.  These reports, when finalized, together with 

the Executive Limitations monitoring reports we have been 

receiving all year will be the foundation for the performance 

review in June.    Council minutes are on the Wiki at https://

firstplymouth.wikispaces.com/Church+Council 

Energy. Follow the energy. 
 

I was talking once to a young man who was deeply 

discouraged and depressed. He was working hard in his 

church to do a certain ministry, and although he thought 

he ought to feel good about it, the opposite was true: he 

hated it. It was a worthy cause and everyone in the church 

loved the idea of it. But no one had stepped up to the plate 

to do it, so he figured he would take up the leadership 

mantle and do the organizing so others could join in. 

Despite how enthusiastic everyone was over the idea, he 

found he could get no hands-on support for the doing. He 

was very discouraged.  
 

As we explored his feelings, we discovered that he, like 

everyone else in his church, loved the idea, but he had no 

energy around it. He felt he should have energy for this, 

but, well, he really couldn't get motivated.  

 

Then he began to describe what he really wanted to do. As 

he did this, his eyes lit up, his body posture changed, the 

timbre of his voice was remarkably different. Then he 

wondered, "Why am I not doing that?" Why indeed. 

One of the guiding principles 

that the Mission Team has been 

using during this past year is to 

"follow the energy." There are so 

many worthy causes and so many remarkable 

opportunities for service. And yet we are not all called to 

do all of them. So the Mission Team decided that if there 

is a champion for a project and a critical mass of people to 

get it done, then it was something that was worth 

supporting. If not, then it served no good purpose to weigh 

ourselves down with something no one wanted to do, 

while there were other projects that inspired energy and 

vision and which are waiting to be done. 
 

Theologically it is known as "following the Spirit." Not 

every call is for every person. Not every gift is given to 

every church. Not every worthy cause is ours to pursue. 

To follow the energy is to be led by the Spirit, and when 

we do that there is such energy there that working toward 

that end inspires us even more.  

 

Follow the energy. It is a good principle. 

Musings and Meditations  

Ministerôs Meditation 

Moderatorôs Corner 
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Reverend Karen Guy, Director of Childrenôs Ministries 

Childrenôs Programs 

Farewell, Karen  

 

June is the last month of Reverend 

Karen Guyôs ministry with First 

Plymouth. We have appreciated the 

gifts she has brought to us and wish 

her all the best. 

 Those of you who receive the 

Kids and Family weekly updates 

have already read these words from 

Karenðthey are worth repeating: 

 

 When we live by faith we live by 

thoughts and emotions. If our faith is 
lived only in the thinking realm, then 

we risk living a faith that is dead and 
lifeless. On the other hand, if we live 

only in the emotional realm, then we 

risk having a faith that has no stability 
or foundation.  

 This is what I know and I believe: 

God is calling me away from First 

Plymouth for my ministry. I plan on 

staying in the Denver area. Colorado 
has become my home and there is 

much that calls me to stay.  

 I also know that God has called you 
to be Godôs family and community in 

this place and time. You have the 
opportunity to share Godôs love and 

grace, not only among yourselves, but 

with the larger community around you. 
I pray that you will continue to do so 

with enthusiasm and commitment.  

 God bless you all! 

 

VBS 2010 Cancelled  

 

The Christian Education Ministry Team 

has decided to forego Vacation Bible 

School because of the lack of adult 

support. As George Anastos points out in 

his meditation this month (page 3), it is 

important to follow the energy. And, at 

least this year, the energy was simply not 

there. The Christian Education Ministry 

understands that we are in a significant 

time of transition and is looking forward 

to a strong Vacation Bible School 

ministry in 2011. Thank you to everyone 

who worked on this yearôs program!  

Summer Sunday Sojourn  
The Magic Book -   Journeys in the Lands of the Bible  

 

We are getting ready for a great summer in Sunday School! May 30 will 

be an intergenerational memorial worship service which will include 

children from first through fifth grades.  

 

On June 6, there is a congregational meeting and potluck after a single 

10:00 a.m. worship service. Sunday School will begin as usual after the 

Story for the Children of God, with activities for the children during the 

meeting (with luck, weôll have good weather and some fun games 

outside). They will then join their parents for the shared meal.  

 

On Sunday, June 13, we begin a ñSummer Sunday Sojourn.ò With the 

assistance of a Wise Person, Guides, a Big Book, and a Magic Tree 

House, we will travel throughout the lands of the Bible. June 13 will be 

ñEarly in Eden,ò and June 20 will be ñAfter Abraham.ò June 27 and  

July 4 are intergenerational worship services once again, and then we 

resume our ñSummer Sunday Sojourn.ò Whether you are here only once 

this summer or all summer long you will enjoy our Sunday School. 

 

We are grateful for the gifts and time of 

Berkeley Rich as he steps into the position 

of Coordinator for the Summer Sunday 

Sojourn, assisted by Carole Westphal. 

Berkeley is on the search for actors 

and leaders for the summer. We 

hope that if Berkeley calls, you 

will answer yes!  

 

Interim Director Named  

 

It is with pleasure that we announce the appointment of Noanie 

Geistert as Interim Director of Children's Ministries, effective July 1. 

Noanie is well-known to First Plymouth as a former Childrenôs 

Ministries coordinator and current volunteer. With husband Doug, she 

has been the co-chair of the Ministry of Fellowship & Parish Life and 

active in the LOFT (Living Our Faith Together) initiative. We 

welcome Noanie back to the First Plymouth team! 

 We hope to name a permanent Director of Childrenôs Ministries by 

September 1; if you are interested in the position, or know of someone 

who is, please send the relevant information to or contact Carole 

Westphal at cwestphal@firstplymouthchurch.org.  
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Adult Education & Arts  

Summer Book Club Returns  
 

Following the success of 2009ôs summer book club, the Christian 

Education Ministry will once again sponsor an inter-generational 

discussion of a recent novel. This year we will read The God Box, by 

Alex Sanchez. Discussions begin June 13 at 10:10 a.m. in the 

Commons Room. 

 

 This young adult novel is a coming of age story set in a small west 

Texas town. Most of the action takes place in the local high school 

where Paul, a devout conservative Christian, has his world turned 

upside down by the arrival of a new kid in town, Manuel, who is 

charming, handsome, religious, and gay. Everything Paul has believed 

about God, the church, and himself is thrown open to question. 

 

 While written primarily for teens, The God Box provides solid theological examinations of those scriptures 

used by some to condemn homosexuality, in the context of a heartbreaking story of a young manôs coming to 

terms with his own identity. CE recommends this book for teens, parents, and all others wanting a family-

friendly venue to discuss sexual orientation, prejudice, and how 

the church can help, or hurt. 

 

 Copies of the book may be obtained on Sunday mornings at 

Mission Central, while supplies last. A donation of $10 per 

copy would be appreciated if you are able. 
 

Bible Basics & Beyond and Bible Workbench 
are on hiatus for the summer. They will 

resume on Sunday, September 12.  

 
 

Arts at Plymouth Presentsé 

 

Colorado Chorale Concert  

Saturday, June 5, 2010 -  7:00 p.m.  
Celebrating the Colorado Chorale's 40th season, our final concert is a 

delightful evening of traditional spirituals and drinking songs.  Favorite 

melodies and well-known arrangements 

will excite the memory, entice the heart, 

and lift the spirit with merriment and 

mirth.  After the concert the Chorale 

invites you, our patrons and friends, 

to a free reception in your honor. 

 

Adult $15 

Student/Senior $12.  
 

For tickets,  

coloradochorale.org  

or 303-446-9207. 

Soulful Sundowns  

 

"I don't really believe in the virgin birth." 

"I don't like it when people talk about Jesus'  

 blood." 

"How can anyone believe in the resurrection in  

 the 21st century?" 

 

At First Plymouth, people say things like these 

all the time. Many of us are here because we 

have struggled with more "traditional" 

Christian theological positions, and First 

Plymouth is a place where questions are 

welcomed and each individual's conscience is 

respected. But sometimes, we're more sure 

about what we don't believe than what we do 

believe. Sound familiar? If so, this series is for 

you! 

 This summer, we'll gather each Wednesday 

night from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. to discuss 

theology, in a series we're calling "Soulful 

Sundowns." We'll meet in the courtyard under 

the summer sky (or indoors if it's raining), 

have some light refreshments, and talk about 

some of the big questions of the Christian 

faith. And if we're lucky, at the end, we'll 

know not only what we don't believe, but also 

what we do believe. We'll meet each 

Wednesday evening from June 23 until 

August 11 (eight sessions in all). Join us, and 

bring a friend! For questions or more details, 

contact Rev. Eric Smith at the church. 
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Outreach/Mission  

La Puente ï The June 13 

Share the Plate Recipient  
 

On June 13 Share the Plate will go to La 

Puente, the remarkable safety net for the rural 

poor in southern Coloradoôs San Luis Valley. 

La Puente endeavors to meet immediate needs 

and to empower people to live independently, 

with dignity, by providing emergency shelter, 

food assistance, transitional housing, self-

sufficiency services, homelessness prevention, 

community outreach services, and job training 

for the homeless and other community 

members in crisis. The San Luis Valley is one 

of the poorest places in Colorado and because 

of its distance from any large community it is 

largely isolated. If it werenôt for La Puente 

many would be homeless, sick, hungry, in 

prison, or otherwise forgotten. 

 Judith Clausen, First Plymouth member 

and retired UCC pastor nominated La Puente. 

She has invited Georgia Parment, La Puenteôs 

Community Education Coordinator, to talk 

about La Puenteôs mission in the San Luis 

Valley. Georgia will tell us about the needs in 

the Valley and the services provided through 

the efforts of La Puente and the wider 

community. She will be speaking in the 

Covenant Room at 10:15 a.m. on June 13. 

 La Puente, (the bridge) began in 1982 as a 

homeless shelter in the basement of a local 

Catholic church. They hired a director and 

became an independent organization in the 

late 1980ôs and expanded through the 1990ôs 

to provide a variety of services to the San Luis 

Valley community. La Puente Enterprises 

generates revenue in support of the programs, 

and since 2000, the shelter has doubled in size 

to serve the increasing needs of the 

community. Today La Puente is a multi-
faceted organization with a dedicated staff and 

many full-time volunteers devoting a full year 

service to its mission.  

 Please plan to give generously on June 13. 

Share the Plate in June  
 

Three organizations nominated by First Plymouth Church members will 

share the plate for the first three Sundays this month. Church members 

who have ties to these organizations nominated these groups and their 

nominees were approved by the Outreach Ministry. Please plan to give 

generously on each of these days to support these worthwhile 

organizations. 
 

June 6: Kentucky Circle Village 

First Plymouth is one of three owners of Kentucky Circle Village (KCV), 

a retirement community for seniors with the mission of providing 

ñaffordable and attractive independent living housing in a neighborhood 

setting that encourages fellowship and cooperative activities." The Henry 

G. Smith Fund was established in 1989 to provide "financial assistance to 

residents who are unable to pay all of our charges for rent to meet their 

basic needs." The last two years have seen a sharp increase in the number 

of residents needing assistance, which together with the decline in interest 

rate, has seriously depleted our funds. Contributions to the Henry G. 

Smith Fund will help KCV to maintain this important service to our 

lowest income residents. Ann Lane, First Plymouth member and KCV 

Director, nominated this recipient.  
 

June 13: La Puente  
La Puente is a remarkable safety net for the rural poor in southern Colorado's 

San Luis Valley (see La Puente article). Judith Clausen, First Plymouth 

member and a retired UCC pastor, nominated La Puente. 
 

June 20:  Eco- Justice Ministries 

Eco-Justice Ministries is an independent, ecumenical agency that helps 

churches develop ministries that are faithful, relevant, and effective in 

working toward environmental sustainability and social justice. 

This year it celebrates its tenth year under the leadership of Executive 

Director Peter Sawtell, an ordained UCC minister. It is funded by 

donations from individuals and a handful of churches who are committed 

to empowering Christians and congregations to work together to care for 

all of God's creation. Jan McCoy, a First Plymouth member and former 

moderator, nominated Eco-Justice Ministries. 
 

June 27: Denver Inner City Parish (DICP) Summer Lunch Program 
 

Community meal at La Puente 
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Aprilôs LOFT Project 
 

Thank you to everyone who so 

generously donated toiletries and 

personal care items to the Denver 

Inner City Parish Renew Project. 

Todd Clough, DICP director, filled 

his truck with lots of clothes and all 

kinds of items that will help the 

Parish. He expressed his fullest 

appreciation of our efforts and 

continued support. We look forward 

to working with DICP again. 

 

 

Outreach/Mission  

Habitat Build  
 

In March, First Plymouth hosted 10 students from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison during their Habitat 

for Humanity build over their spring break. They had 

an amazing adventure ï some had never seen snow or 

mountains. FP members provided food, 

companionship, and excursions to Georgetown for 

breakfast and a tour and to Keystone, where they rode 

the gondola to the top and had a picnic lunch. Nothing 

but oohs and ahhs! 

 

The students were very appreciative of their FP hosts: 

 "How can we thank you for your hospitality?ò 

 ñYou're the nicest people we've ever met." 

 "Your choir is the best we've heard!"  

 

This couldn't have been done without the help of the Nestors, Vandermillers, 

Lunds, Carolyn Weaver, Roger Diggle, Eva Heller and the early service 

women's group: Judy Macomber, Joan Gendreau, Jan McCoy, Anne Beninghof, 

and others. And special thanks to Jane Hall for coordinating the entire project ï 

it would not have happened without her sponsorship and passion. 
 

 

 

Can - Do -- We Did!  

 

Can-Do Sunday is June 20. For over three years on the third Sunday of each 

month, First Plymouth members and friends have contributed food, toiletries, 

and other necessities to our Can-Do Cart to benefit the families served by Metro 

CareRing. In fact, from January through April of 2010, nearly 3,500 pounds of 

items were donated through your generosity! In 2009, Metro CareRing assisted 

68,451 individuals, a 50% increase from last year. This month, the Pantry has a 

shortage of lotion, shampoo, deodorant, feminine hygiene products, diapers, 

and toilet paper. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

The Can Do Cart on Sunday, May 16 



 

 

Community Camp will be here before you know it. Chip and Tricia 

hope you have signed up by now because there ultimately is a limit 

to the number of campers we can accommodate. We have room for 

about 20 more people, so call us if you are still interested in 

registering. 
 

This year's theme is Heaven & Earth, which presents an opportunity 

to study, contemplate, and have some fun with the two parts of 

creation: 

   Earth ï the physical, measurable world 

   Heaven ï the non-physical, spiritual world 
 

It is not uncommon to consider Heaven as ñup thereò and Earth as 

ñdown here.ò There are even some philosophies that would say 

Heaven is ñgoodò and Earth is ñbad,ò which probably means not 

spiritual. Or some people might say, ñHeaven is the place of spirit 

and Earth is the place where normal, everyday things happen.ò We 

may not be quite so overt about our portrayal of the differences 

between Heaven and Earth, but we have a tendency in many small, 

subtle ways to separate the so-called spiritual from the apparently 

non-spiritual things. The technical term for this separation is 

ñdualism.ò If you believe science can ultimately figure everything 

out and we eventually will not know what to do with religion, that 

is dualism. If you want to sign up to be a hermit and meditate in a 

cave for the rest of your life, that's dualism. Community Camp will 

be about finding that healthy and beautiful balance between Heaven 

and Earth, which is so much more easy to do in the meadow and 

pine trees of La Foret. Please come July 25 to 31.  
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Fellowship Opportunities  

The Group  
The Group will meet for an open house at 6:30 

p.m. on Saturday, June 12, at Holly Creek, the 

residence of Norm Kautsky and Jan and John 

Humphreys. Make a reservation by calling Norm 

at 303-794-3348, since the Silverton Room can 

accommodate only 30 people. Bring the usual - 

hearty hors d'oeuvres, wine, dessert, or your 

favorite dish. Directions: from South Holly and 

Forest, go one block west, and turn left to Holly 

Creek.  

 

Support Your Landscaping  
 

Did you know that First Plymouth Church sits on 

six acres and that our property has over 90 trees? 

And did you know that with the current budget 

concerns there are no monies allocated to the 

landscaping of our church? Given these realities, 

we still would love for First Plymouth to be the 

beautiful cornerstone of Cherry Hills Village. 

Please consider contributing to our ongoing 

landscaping efforts. We are asking for cash 

contributions to be made payable to First 

Plymouth, with landscaping noted in the memo 

line. The new envelopes in the pews for donations 

can be used for your cash or check donation, just 

mark other and add landscaping. You can mail 

your contributions as well. The monies will be 

used to maintain existing gardens, lawns, trees, 

replace mulch, and add perennials, if there are 

sufficient funds. Contributions will be accepted 

through July 15. 
 

We also have a 

dedicated, small group 

that actively cares for the 

church grounds. If you  

would like to join us 

please contact Harry 

Adair, Leigh Green 

or Liz Mascitelli.  
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Womenôs Retreat Registration  

˦̉̒̓  ̔˰̙̌̍̏̔̕  ̈˷̏̍̅̎Ν  ̓˲̅̔̒̅́  ̔ 
 

 -The Song of the Beloved - 
Calling Ourselves into Spiritual Focus through  

 Music, Meditation, Movement, and Art  
 

September 17 -19, 2010  

La Foret Conference & Retreat Center  

 

 

 
Please send registration form, with check payable to ñFirst Plymouth,ò by applicable dates to: 
First Plymouth Congregational Church, 3501 S. Colorado Boulevard, Englewood, CO 80113,   memo line: 
Womenôs Retreat.  

 
Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ 

City, State, ZIP _________________________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________ E-mail _______________________________________ 

Emergency contact name & phone number:__________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The retreat starts at 5:00pm on Friday and ends at 10:00am on Sunday morning. All meals from Friday dinner 
to Sunday breakfast are included. Sign up for a top bunk at a reduced price! Please be aware upper bunks 
may be assigned to others if necessary. 

 

______ Upper Bunk Special $125.00 per person, register by August 15th 

______ $130.00 per person, register by August 15th 

______ $135.00 per person, register after August 15th 

______ $45.00 for Saturday only (lunch & dinner & program) 

______ $20 for linens (sheets and towels) 

______ I need vegetarian meals please 

 
Roommate requests (no guarantees)_______________________________________ 

We will try to help with carpool arrangements.  Do you need a ride?_________ 

Are you willing to drive someone else?______________________________________  

 

For questions, contact Nancy Erickson, 303-452-4469, gnqc64@msn.com. 

mailto:gnqc64@msn.com
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Terry Crews & Nanette Harland, Pastoral Care Coordinators  

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org Å 303-762-0616 x225 

We Are the Church Together  

Congratulations to Marcia  and Patrick Giefer on the birth of 

Danielle Francesca on April 28. She was welcomed by 

siblings Alegra and David Gutierrez. 

 Excited grandparents Mark Westlund and Debbie 

Harrington  and Heidi and David Stevenson announce the 

birth of Chloe Sullivan Westlund, on April 7 in Denver. 

Chloeôs parents are Kim and Matt Westlund . 

 Harris and Loretta  Cohn are together in the 

Reminiscence Unit at Brighton Gardens. Visitors and cards 

are most welcome. There is no need to call ahead, but please 

check in at reception first. 

 Gary Bryant, our former interim minister, sends news that 

his last PET CT scan was negative, as was the LDH marker 

blood test. He also sends this heartfelt message: ñI thank you 

all once more for your thoughts and prayers; it is such a 

comfort and joy to have each and every one of you as partners 

in this joyful, life-affirming journey!ò 

 Jenean O'Brien, a doctoral student in Cancer Biology at 

CU Denver, has successfully defended her dissertation, and is 

now Dr. O'Brien. Her work is in the area of breast cancer 

research. Congratulations, Jenean! 

 Braden Parker's in-line hockey team, the Sabers, won the 

championship for the 12 and under league at RMI Hockey in 

Lakewood. Braden scored the winning goal! The Sabers are 

coached by Braden's dad, Tod and his uncle, Greg Parker. 

Braden is the grandson of Berkeley and Janet Rich. 

 Joe and Nancy Joe Shaw traveled to Florianopolis, 

Brazil, on May 22 to meet their first grandchild, Helena Iara 

da Silva Shaw. Helena Iara was born to son Kurt and his wife 

Rita on April 22. Joe and Nancy Joe will return in late June. 

 Kate Westlund was chosen as one of 25 national finalists 

for Sierra Club Best Internship on Earth. Kateôs parents Mark 

Westlund and Debbie Harrington are thrilled as are her 

sister and brothers Abby, Matthew and Ben. You can view 

her entry at http://www.sierraclub.org/bestinternship/finalists/. 

She is finalist #22. Although Kate did not ultimately obtain 

the internship, we are all very proud of her accomplishment. 

 Long time member, Dr. Howard Bess, Jr., died 

unexpectedly on May 2, surrounded by his family. Remember 

Howardôs wife, Helen Bess, and their children, during this 

time. A memorial service was held in the Sanctuary on 

Saturday, May 8, officiated by Reverend George Anastos. 

 Oliver Martin Cook was born to Chai and Dan Cook on 

April 16.  His excited sister is Margaret Holley Cook, age 3. 

Proud grandparents are Linda Glenn, Bruce and Adrienne 

Glenn, and Alex and Nancy Brown. 

 Frank and Marion Taylor mourn the loss of Marionôs 

brother, Reverend Walter Olsen, who died Sunday, May 2, in 

Mequon, Wisconsin. Reverend Olsen served UCC churches in 

Nebraska, Iowa, and Wisconsin after graduating from the 

Pacific School of Religion. Marion and Frank appreciate your 

thoughts and prayers. They traveled to Wisconsin for the May 

15 memorial service. 

 Katherine Lampe is recovering from hip replacement 

surgery on May 3. 

 Kathy Whitney  is recovering at home after breaking her 

ankle in an automobile accident. Cards, calls, and visitors are 

welcome ï please call first. 

 Jessica Roe is home from California completing her 

recovery from intestinal surgery on April 23. Jess, Gates, 

Clark and Scarlett are thankful for all of your prayers and 

support during this difficult time. 

 Judy Crossland is recovering from a stroke and a broken 

hip at the Suites of Holly Creek, 5590 E. Peakview Place in 

Centennial. She has enjoyed the company of her doting 

children, Melinda, Stafford, Peter, and Kirkham. Morgan has 

been holding court with the staff and enjoys numerous daily 

walks. Judy welcomes cards, calls, and visitors. 

 Braxton Griffith  is at Brighton Gardens and enjoys cards 

and visitors. The address is:  Brighton Gardens, 2500 S. 

Roslyn Street, Room #167, Denver, CO 80231. 

 Fritz Trask  is home to continue his recovery from a 

stroke and is improving daily. He and Penny can be reached at 

home. Please call before visiting. 

 There are members of our First Plymouth family serving 

in conflict overseas:  Ginnie Heddensô grandson, Brian 

Ballard, a civilian technologist, and Army Capt. Shannon 

Ford, a friend of First Plymouth, are serving in Iraq. Army 

Specialist Trevor Davis is serving in Afghanistan. Eric  and 

Lynn Replingerôs son-in-law, Marine Corporal Ian Drew-

Bell, is serving an eight month tour in Afghanistan. Ianôs 

wife, Rachel (Replinger) Drew-Bell, is living in Centennial 

with her parents during his deployment. 

Joys & Concerns  

 We always need folks to help out with rides and meals. If you can provide transportation        

   for someone who needs to get to an appointment or wants to come to church, or if you 

can prepare a meal for those who need help during an illness or after a hospitalization, please contact the Pastoral Care office. 

 We also need some more volunteers to deliver flowers to members after Sunday worship services and to help greet 

members and guests each Sunday morning. Contact Pastoral Care if your personal ministry to your community includes either 

one of those opportunities. 

Caring for Each Other  

mailto:pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org
http://www.sierraclub.org/bestinternship/finalists/
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Contact Information  

First Plymouth Staff 
303-762-0616 

 
Rev. George C. Anastos 

Senior Minister 
 

Frank Perko III 
Director of Music 

 

Gwen Blumenschein 
Associate Director of Music 

 

Heidi Thomas 
Youth Choir Director 

 
Rev. Eric Smith 

Youth and Young Adults Director 
 

Rev. Karen Guy 
Director of Childrenõs Ministries  

fpchildren@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

 
Terry Crews & Nanette Harland 
Pastoral Care Coordinators 

pastoralcare@firstplymouthchurch.org 

 

Cathy Benn 
Parish Visitor 

 
Carole Westphal 

Director of Administration 

 

Barbara Hosanna 
Office Coordinator 

 

Dulci Stewart 
Human Resources/Accounting 

 

Jessa Decker-Smith 
Communications Coordinator 

 

Don McLean 
Facilities Manager 

Ralph Basquez, Custodian 
Robert Basquez, Custodian 

 
First Plymouth Learning Center 

Karrie Gleason, Director 
303-762-9355  
director@fplc.org 

 
 

Unless otherwise noted, e-mail us 
using first initial and last name 

@firstplymouthchurch.org 

COUNCIL & COMMITTEES 

Moderator                           Nancy Fogg 
moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org       777-6642 
 

Vice Moderator            Troy Greenwood 
troy.greenwood@comcast.net          720-554-9298 
 

Treasurer                         Steve Haskins 
steve@denvercpafirm.com                    843-9590 
 

Church Clerk                     Carlyne White 
crogersno6@msn.com                         751-3307 
 

Business Admin Team  Keith Conner 
keith.conner@comcast.net                   781-0589 
 

Memorials                          Linda Glenn 
lwg2447@aol.com                             758-2110 
 

Memorial Garden     Arlene Hutchinson 
arayhutch@msn.com                          756-4367 
 

Nominating                     Sam Robinson 
samrob@zebsco.com                           692-1083 
 

Inclusivity/ONA             Randy Nicholas 
trn1cholas@comcast.net                      791-2414 
 

PPRC                                David Nestor 
dcnestor@lsi-s.com                             238-2405 
 

Whole Earth Aaron & Adrienne Ruhnow 
aruhnow@comcast.net                 720-937-1065 
 

Endowment                        Harry Adair 
harryadair@comcast.net                      797-6207 
 

Arts at Plymouth                  Alan Long 
along47416@yahoo.com              720-468-3310  
 

MINISTRIES 
Christian Education 
Chair: Phil Thompson 
philandelizabeth@msn.com                 730-7835 
 

Outreach 
Chair: Pam Schmidt 
pschmidt24@comcast.net                    986-9988 
 

Fellowship & Parish Life 
Co-Chairs: Noanie & Doug Geistert 
ndgeis@msn.com                               220-7550 
 

Stewardship 
Co-Chair: Kit Cowperthwaite        347-0045 
kitrlest@aol.com 
Co-Chair: Annie Nestor 
anniesnest@aol.com                           238-2405 
 

Worship & Arts 
Chair: Doug Brown 
dbdbsbrb@aol.com                            757-3550 

FELLOWSHIP GROUPS 

 

Bridge Marathon             Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 

LOFT                       Heather Greenwood 

hgreenwood@comcast.net            720-308-2360  
 

MARS                             Margaret Sensel                             
bermarsens@msn.com                        771-1469 
 

Menôs Fellowship          Fletcher Brown 
brownsinco@q.com                            814-1420 
 

Serendipity                                   TBA 
 

The Group                       Barbara Lahey 
bblahey@msn.com                             758-3218 
 

Thursday Afternoon Circle 
Barbara Kessler                             750-3334 
 

Travel Club          Berwyn & Gail Davies 
berwyngail@comcast.net                      663-1350 
 

Womenôs Fellowship Association 
 Marcia Nelson 

mrnjgn@comcast.net                          794-4524 
 

Yacht & Donut                Norm Kautsky 
nlkautsky@earthlink.net                    794-3348 
 

Phone numbers are 303 area code 

unless otherwise noted. 
 



 

The Newsletter Deadline for the July Issue is  

Thursday, June 10!  
 

Send your articles and information to: 

news@firstplymouthchurch.org 
(Or put them in the newsletter box in the church office.) 

Late submissions may not be included,  

and all submissions are subject to editing. 
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The Back Page  

Special Thanks To:  
 

May Newletter Assemblers: 

Martha Edwards, Ginny Galloway, 

Barbara Lahey, Corrine Lude, Dan 

Porter, Glen Pray, Phyllis Rigsby, 

and Claire Yetter.  
 

Church Office Volunteers: Kari 

Collins, Betsy Lewis, Marilyn 

Mattson, Sue Armour, Myra 

Kolditz, Nancy Cole, Carolyn 

Weaver, Sheila Boehlke, Ethel 

Benish, and Linda Glenn.  
 

Sunday Church Office 

Volunteers: Ellyn Domnik, Bobbie 

Drennen, Elaine Hoss, Barbara 

Kessler, and Myra Kolditz.  
 

Sanctuary Straighteners: Fred 

Fowler, Marion and Jim Woodward. 
 

May Flower Arrangers: Heidi 

Stevenson, Andrea Anastos, Ann 

Lane, Peggy O'Brien, and Lynn 

Replinger. 

Edited by Jessa Decker-Smith and Carole Westphal  

First Plymouth Congregational Church/The United Church of Christ NEWS is published monthly by First Plymouth 

Congregational Church, The United Church of Christ, 3501 S. Colorado Blvd., Englewood, CO 80113, 303-762-0616. 

All newsletter submissions are subject to editing. 

Volunteer Spotlight: The Gardener(s)  

Who Came In from the Cold  
 

Or, at least this spring, were still out there in it! The number of First Plymouth 

members who have stepped forward last year and this to keep our lawns and 

gardens beautiful is astonishing and heartwarming. Awesome appreciation goes 

out to all of the little ñelvesò who simply show up and work and help make a 

difference in the face we present to the world. 
 

Even elves need organization, and there are several people who 

stepped forward again this year, without having to be asked, to take 

on that sometimes formidable task. Fletcher Brown coordinates the 

work of the First Plymouth Menôs Fellowship in clean-up and 

maintenance projects. Harry Adair, Leigh Green, and Liz 

Mascitelli are our garden and aesthetic experts, and just 

this week Jim Brenkendorff has volunteered to take care 

of our 45,000 square feet of lawn (as in mow and trim) 

all summer long. Without the dedication and talent of 

these leaders and all of you who pitch in along the 

way, our public face would tell a much different 

story. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

P.S. Harry, Liz, Leigh, and Fletcher would love 

to have you join their team of elves. If you 

can spare even a few hours, you can help 

make a difference! 

 

éTo Our Seniors 

6/5  Jerre Wilson 

6/10 Ginny Cowles 

6/10 Ginny Galloway 

6/11 Jim Stahler 

6/11 Cynthia Gibas 
 

éand to Our Children 

6/1  Abigail Conner 

6/3  Nathan Day 

6/9  Lindsay Hovland 

6/10 Mitchell Killmer 

6/14 Stefani Ramirez 
 

Happy June Birthdays...  

6/13 Don Roberts 

6/21 Lucile Leopold 

6/25 Dorothy Brookens 

6/25 Joseph Natale 

6/28 George Bethune 

6/29 Barbara Kessler 

6/16 Scarlett Roe 

6/21 Colleen Wright 

6/21 Cassidy Wright 

6/23 William Swenson 

6/28 Nathan Shier 

6/30 Ethan Greene 

mailto:news@firstplymouthchurch.org

