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BA Buzz  

 

As summer approaches, First Plymouth is embarking on a couple of Business 

Administration projects. Thanks to funding from the Brand Family Improvement Fund, 

an endowment which can only be used for the churchôs physical plant, construction on 

a permanent Mission Central will begin soon. The Mission Central concept has been 

working splendidly to focus mission project activities and reduce church clutter, and 

the permanent installation will be visually pleasing as well as functional. 

 Less visible but just as important is a commercial-grade energy audit which began a 

couple of weeks ago. Long Energy Solutions is doing a comprehensive review of our 

building and its systems and will make recommendations soon for changes that will 

pay for themselves through energy savings. This project is also being funded by the 

Brand Family Improvement Fund. 
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Itôs Time to Fire Up Our Spirits! 
 

With thoughtful consideration and out of our awareness of personal lives of abundance, 

we are about to commit to each other the resources we need to strengthen and grow our 

mission, our ministries, our vision, and our legacy for the future. 
 

First Plymouthôs Stewardship Campaign will  

run from May 2 through May 16, 2010. 
 

Our goal this year is simple: 100% participation of member  

households to gather the financial resources we need not merely to exist, but to thrive. 
 

 During April, the entire elected and appointed leadership of the church has been 

engaged in discussions around the new levels of financial commitment necessary for us-

together-to become the church community we want to be. We can already report that 

three leadership groups have met the 100% participation goal...and have also met their 

own internal goals of increased commitment. 

 The financial choice before us this year is simple and we all know it; there is no need 

for complex explanations or for clever and enticing letters. As human beings, we have 

been hard-wired for generosity from the time we first walked upright. We also 

know that every person and every household in this congregation yearns to live 

with abundance and with meaning. Every one of us matters. There is no one to 

ñmake upò for anyone elseôs lack of participation. We are the church 

together, and together we have the capacity to be a church of 

transforming worship, radical welcome, compassionate care, 

powerful witness, and open-hearted mission. 

 The Stewardship Ministry invites you to prepare for our short 

and sweet campaign by picking up one of the prayer slips on the 

Stewardship Board and by speaking openly within your 

household and with church friends to challenge one another to 

stretch into a confident and, yes, even more abundant 

commitment to our common dreams. 
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 May Lectionary Texts  

May 2 Acts 11:1-18 Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1-6 John 13:31-35 

May 9 Acts 16:9-15 Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 

May 16 Acts 16:16-34 Psalm 97 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 John 17:20-26 

May 23 Acts 2:1-21 or  

Genesis 11:1-9 

Psalm 104:24-34,  

35b 

Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21 John 14:8-17, (25-27) 

May 30 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Psalm 8 Romans 5:1-5 John 16:12-15 

May 2 -  Leviticus 26:12 and Isaiah 41:10  
First Plymouth Youth Choir  

The Rev. Cathie Kelsey  
Dean of the Chapel and Spiritual Life  

Iliff School of Theology  
 

How often do we all forget that God is with us, every day, 

in every situation? Do we remember that God is with us at 

school? At the coffee machine at work? In rush hour 

traffic? Today we focus on remembering that God is ever-

present, even in our secular lives. The Youth Choir will 

bring upbeat, energized music to a ñthought-fullò and 

relevant worship experience. 
 

May 9 -  John 5:1 -9  
The Rev. Andrea La Sonde Anastos   
Miracles are difficult for many 21st century Christians to 

process. Our bias toward a scientific world view often 

limits us, suggesting that these events can ñonlyò be 

metaphors. How sad when we believe that the wonders of 

healing, hope, love, resurrection, joy, transformation, and 

vision (all intangible and non-scientific) belong to some 

other time and place rather than to us. Come reflect on a 

man who has waited 38 years to be healed.  
 

May 16 -  Ascension Sunday  

Luke 24:44 -53  
The Rev. George Anastos  
I witnessed something recently in a coffee shop that left an 

indelible image on my mind. It was really quite mundane: a 

father and his approximately three-year-old daughter out 

for some dad/daughter time. What caught me was one 

moment, the briefest of seconds, when they looked at each 

other with radiance/love/joy/pleasureðit was etched on 

both their faces. How many times we are blessed with 

images of moms and dads with their kids, with friends 

delighting in laughter, with strangers reaching out and 

helping each other. We are witnesses of such glorious 

things. This Sunday in church we will name some of those 

blessed gifts that occur in our own congregation. 
 

May 23 -  Acts 2:1 -21     
The Rev. Eric Smith   

On the day of Pentecost, the first Christians were huddled 

together in fear and uncertainty. But in a rush of wind and 

tongues of fire, the Spirit of God swept over them, and in 

the process it swept away all of their timidity, and the 

church exploded in growth. This Pentecost, we'll remember 

that breath of Spirit as we welcome our 2010 Confirmation 

class into membership, and consider how the Spirit 

continues to move among us, all these centuries later. 
    

May 30 -  Memorial Day Weekend  
Psalm 8  
The Rev. George Anastos  
Memorial Day is for some the kickoff for summer and the 

time to head to the cabin in the mountains. For others it is a 

time to remember those who gave their lives in service of 

their country, and for still others simply a well-earned  

three-day weekend. It can also be a sacred time to 

remember and visit the graves of loved ones. This day in 

church we shall reflect on life and death and have time to 

remember those who have gone before, to name them, and 

to hold them close to our love, and unforgetting, hearts. 

Worship Opportunities  

Sunday Morning at First Plymouth  

 

  9:00 a.m. -  10:00 a.m .  First Service and Childrenôs Sunday School 

  9:15 a.m. -  10:00 a.m.  Contemplative Worship in the Chapel  

10:10 a.m. -  11:00 a.m.  Christian Education for Adults, Youth, & Children  

                 Childrenôs Choir Rehearsals 

11:11 a.m. -  12:15 p.m.  Second Service  
 

All Morning: Fellowship in Plymouth Hall and Nursery Care in B09  
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Musings and Meditations  

Ministerôs Meditation 

 

In the book She Who Is: The 

Mystery of God in Feminist 

Theological Discourse, Elizabeth 

A. Johnson makes the compelling 

point that images and speech and 

about God shape the life orientation 

of a community and its individual 

members. She writes, "[T]he way 

in which a faith community shapes 

language about God implicitly represents what it takes to 

be the highest good, the profoundest truth, the most 

appealing beauty." She goes on to note that such speech, 

"powerfully molds the corporate identity of the 

community and directs its praxis." If we see God as a 

warrior who smashes his enemies, that image will shape 

and guide us. If we see God as a mother who nurtures, 

sustains, and empowers us, such speech will mold and 

direct us. Images and speech about God are no small 

thing. 

 One of the many images of God we hold in our 

tradition is that of giving, gifting, generosity. As the hymn 

proclaims, 
 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and 

 voices. 

Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world  

 rejoices. 

Who from our mothers' arms, has blessed us on our way. 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

 Gratitude truly is the appropriate response to the gifts 

of love, life, and relationships. This is one of the best 

loved hymns in all of western Christianity as it captures so 

beautifully one of our dominant images of the divine. As a 

community covenanted to walk in the way of God we take 

seriously the images and the speech we use. And we take 

seriously how they direct our praxis. 

 This year, perhaps more than any other in our recent 

history, these images of God are critical to our health. In 

the most challenging economic times most of us have ever 

known, we look to our images of God to guide us in our 

own giving, gifting, and generosity. Our financial 

generosity to the church is not to keep light bulbs glowing 

and salaries paid. It is to empower the church to proclaim, 

in word and deed, the truth of who God is: a generous 

lover of our souls who invites us to share in Her gift of 

reconciling love. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

George 

Moderatorôs Corner 

Church Council has begun the process 

of fulfilling one of the five specific 

responsibilities assigned to us by the 

church bylaws, involving ñexecutive 

and organizational performance with 

respect to advancing the Churchôs 

mission and visionò. To put it more plainly, what kind of 

progress have our leadership and our church made in 

effective mission delivery and in movement toward 

Endsðthe longer term outcomes to which we aspire?  

 It might be helpful to explain how we are going about 

that, as it is one of the ways in which Policy Governance 

plays a significant role in guiding the Council. Our 

churchôs mission is a trinity of commitments we have 

made as a body of Christ: to worship God, to nurture each 

other on our Christian journey, and to witness Godôs love 

in word and deed. These are what we promise to practice 

here at First Plymouth. The Ends, on the other hand, 

define what we aspire to become as a communityïour take 

on ñthy kingdom comeò, as I suggested last September.  

 Policy Governance requires us to monitor and evaluate 

how we are doing in both regards under the leadership of 

our Senior Minister. Councilôs question is: what is our 

progress? The leader will answer in a report that is his 

responsibility, but ultimately weðyou and I--are the 

actors and the progress is in us, and by us, and about usð

our invitation and welcome, our 

inclusiveness, our unity and diversity, 

our service, our generosity, our care of 

the earth, our spiritual growth, and our 

voice for justice. Itôs about us because 

we are the church, the body of Christð

and when we are successful, we embody 

Godôs purpose as a beloved, incarnate 

community. May it be so. 

Blessings, Nancy  

moderator@firstplymouthchurch.org 
 

Council Update: In its meeting on April 13, in addition to a 

Nominating Committee update and setting a goal for Church 
Councilôs financial commitment to the church for the 2011 

fiscal year, we began a process for our Senior Ministerôs 

performance evaluation. Specifically, we reviewed a draft of 
Reverend Anastosô report on the churchôs progress towards 

two of the outcomes defined our five Ends Policy statements. 
In May, he will report to us on the remaining three. These 

reports, together with the Executive Limitations monitoring 

reports we have been receiving all year will be the 
foundation for the performance review in June. Council 

minutes are on the Wiki at  
https://firstplymouth.wikispaces.com/Church+Council 
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Reverend Karen Guy, Director of Childrenôs Ministries 

Childrenôs Programs 

 Vacation Bible School -  

Register Now!  
 

We are getting closer and 

closer to Vacation Bible 

School on June 21 ï 25.  

Register now to help with 

our planning process and 

assure your place in the 

program ï look for the 

registration forms at 

Mission Central and on he 

CE bulletin board outside 

the Commons Room. 

 The cost this year is $25 

per child, and before and 

after care each day is 

available for $5.00 per child 

per session. 

 We are still in the need of 

staff members for various 

tasks. Contact Rev. Karen 

for more information if you 

are interested. 

CE Clean Up Day  
Saturday May 1 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   

Clean Up Day in the CE Center and Resource Room 

 Sorting, dumping, organizing, gathering, and any other 

kind of work that needs to be done in our Childrenôs 

Ministries Rooms. There is a task for everyone who can 

participate from age 5 to 90. Come for part of the day or the 

whole time, and for fellowship and food as well. If you are 

interested please let Rev. Karen know. 

 
A Day with an ñAttitude of Gratitudeò 

for Childrenôs Ministries 
May 16 will be a day of ñAttitude of Gratitudeò for all that 

happens in our Childrenôs Ministries. We will celebrate our 

teachers and leaders for the past year and our children for all 

that they bring to us. 

 
 

Childrenôs Sunday School in May 
May will be the last month for our regular Sunday School 

program. Early Childhood Classes will continue with stories 

from the Early Church. The Cornerstone Kids will continue in 

their unit ñPeacemakers.ò 

 

Summer Sunday School  

Starts May 30  

 

The Magic Book: 

Journeys in the Lands of the Bible 
 

Summer Sunday School kicks off May 30 with 

our first Bible lands journey through First 

Plymouthôs own ñmagic tree house.ò Each 

Sunday the children will step back through 

time to an important Bible location and learn 

about the events that took place there and the 

people involved in them. If you can help with 

the fun of this learning series, please contact 

Rev. Karen. 
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Adult Education  

 

Bible Basics and Beyond is a year-long course, but 

each unit is self-contained, so you can show up as the 

spirit moves you. Inviting adults into a new adventure 

of learning, we explore biblical people, events, ideas, 

and places through reading, reflection, discussion, 

creative expression, and discovery. Come join our 

lively discussions. Through May 23.         (Room 212) 

 For information, call Fletcher Brown at 303-619-

8486 or brownsinco@q.com.  

 

Bible Workbench brings the weekly lectionary text 

alive, asking open-ended questions to take you out of 

your head and into your heart. It promotes reflection, 

appreciation of diverse perspectives, and real-world 

application of the text. The only requirements are an 

open heart and an open mindðno previous Bible 

knowledge needed! Through May 23. 

(Columbine Room) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Sunday Studies and Discussions: 

 

May 2 

Next Steps Planning Project Open Meeting 

Inreach ï Jan McCoy and David Nestor, co-chairs 

 

Oh My God 

A 2009 documentary about the question: "What is 

God?" Discussion follows viewing of 30 minutes of 

the film. 

 May 9ðPart 1 

 May 16ðPart 2 

 May 23ðPart 3 
 

May 30 

The Art of the Roman Catacombs  

Rev. Eric Smith 

Summer Book Study  

Books Available  
 

Copies of this summer's book study novel, The God 

Box, are available from the church office during the 

week and at the book study. There is no cost, but 

we suggest a $10 donation to help cover the 

expense of the books. The summer book study will 

begin in June (more details will be available in the 

June newsletter).  

Tuesday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Next Steps Planning Project Open Meeting 

Inreach ï Jan McCoy and David Nestor, co-chairs 

 

 
Sunday, May 23 at 12:30 p.m.  
 

Conscious Evolution: Where Ancient Wisdom and 

Modern Neuroscience intersect 
 

Scientists are now discovering what our heart has 

always known: if we are not connected, we die. 

Discover how this miracle plays out in your everyday 

life and the vital gift we give one other through our 

loving connections. Join Kellie and Aisland Rhodes, 

both formerly associated with First Plymouth, and 

their organization Limbic Legacy, as we learn together 

about the implications of modern neuroscience for our 

ancient faith claims.                         (Commons Room) 

Sundays at 10:10 a.m.  
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Outreach/Mission  

 

Can Do Sunday is 

May 16!  
 

Bring canned goods to put in our 

ñCan Doò cart to help feed hungry 

people in Denver! 

Global Partners  
 

One of the best-kept secrets in the Rocky mountain 

Conference is the Global Partners program. In 

conjunction with 

the Disciples of 

Christ, Rocky Mountain Region, and the Evangelical 

Pentecostal Union of Venezuela, we sponsor trips to 

Venezuela and arrange for members of the Venezuela 

church to come here. 

 Each year, Global Partners organizes two or three trips 

to Venezuela, including a medical mission, a construction 

project, and a youth trip. Participants describe these trips 

as life changing. They provide opportunities to learn 

about another culture and to interact with people whose 

faith, dedication to one another, and commitment to 

social justice are amazing and inspiring.  

 The next medical trip will be October 7 - 14. Medical 

personnel are greatly needed, but non-medical travelers 

are welcomed as well to help the medical professionals. 

For information visit the UCC website at rmcucc.org/

outreach/globalpartners/gpapply.htm. The approximate 

cost is $1,500.   
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Outreach/Mission  

Loaves and Fishes (Habitat for Humanity)  
Celebration Breakfast  

Saturday, May 15, at 8:30 a.m.  
 

Celebrate along with the fifteen Loaves and Fishes 

congregations at a free breakfast and meet our new 

homeowner! And learn more about Habitat! 

 Heather Lafferty, Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity 

of Metro Denver, will be our speaker. Did you know Habitat has 

built over 350,000 houses around the world and is currently 

building the Bails Townhome Community in Denver that will 

house 24 low-income families? Did you know Habitat is not a 

giveaway program? In addition to a down payment and monthly 

mortgage payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours to 

help build Habitat houses. 

 Over the past eleven years, the fifteen Loaves and Fishes 

churches have raised over $600,000 and provided work crews 

for the construction of eleven homes in the Denver area. Weôve 

also helped build homes in Latin America and Bay St. Louis, 

Mississippi. The homeowners of the eleven Denver area homes 

will be invited to the breakfast, so youôll have an opportunity to 

meet some of them. And Rebecca, our next homeowner, will 

share her story ï weôll start work on her home in June. 

 As we begin our 2010 house, we need to raise $85,000 in 

sponsor fees and organize hundreds of volunteers. Please contact 

Bruce Thumm or Stan Harwood to help with your monetary 

contribution, a lead for a corporate sponsorship, or to volunteer 

to work on the house.  our support and participation in this 

program is very appreciated. 

 

RSVP by May 10 to:  

Bruce Thumm, 303-905-2225, thummb@msn.com  

Stan Harwood, stanharwood37@msn.com, 303-770-3387 . 
 

 

Rebecca Fernandez is the 

2010 Loaves and Fishes 

homeowner. She works for 

New Hope Ministries and 

currently lives in an 

apartment in West Denver 

with her 12-year old 

daughter, Danielle. Her 21 

year old son, Ray, is 

attending college out of 

state, but will be back in 

April to work with her on 

their house.  

 

http://by110w.bay110.mail.live.com/mail/EditMessageLight.aspx?MailTo=%22Bruce%20Thumm%22%20%3cthummb%40msn.com%3e&n=1266662353
http://by110w.bay110.mail.live.com/mail/EditMessageLight.aspx?MailTo=%22Stan%20Harwood%22%20%3cstanharwood37%40msn.com%3e&n=131175538


 

Menôs Fellowship 

Menôs Breakfast ï Saturday, May 8  
May 8 is the next First Plymouth Menôs Fellowship Breakfast. We 

meet on the 2nd Saturday of every month at 7:30 a.m. for a breakfast 

prepared by two of our members, followed by discussion or a 

presentation. 

 Our May speaker will Melanie Kaknes of the Colorado Division of 

Wildlife. She is the District Wildlife Manager for Denver and will 

speak on  "Coexisting with Coyotes." Melanie will cover coyote 

behavior and biology, conflict avoidance, and the Division of 

Wildlifeôs role in coyote management. 
 

FP Spring Cleanup ï Saturday, May 8  
Also on May 8 is the date for the work, fun, and fellowship of the 

"Great Spring Clean Up". Menôs Fellowship will be cleaning up the 

church grounds for spring. This is a large task so we will need many 

volunteers to make short work of this project. We want to complete 

the spring clean up between 9:30 and noon. There will be a lunch of 

burgers and brats following the cleanup. Bring rakes and large trash 

cans (to haul leaves to the recycling area next to the gardens). And 

come even if you do not have tools, since this is a big job and we will 

need a lot of help. 
 

Menôs Road Trip ï May 28 ï 31, 2010  
The Annual Menôs Fellowship Road Trip is Memorial Day weekend 

(May 28-May 31) and we are headed to Santa Fe, with stops at Fort 

Union National Monument and Taos. In Santa Fe, we will take in the 

Plaza, the Palace of the Governors and many great museums. We ride 

a train through the New Mexico desert and stargaze on a ridge above 

the city. And as those who have been on past Road Trips know, the 

destination is not even the best part of the trip. The fellowship and 

camaraderie during the travel and at meals transcends the viewing of 

the works of mere mortals. 

 As we will learn from looking through the telescope, the universe 

is infinite. Space on the Road Trip, however, is not, so if you are 

interested contact Craig Eley as soon as possible at craig@eley.net. 
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Fellowship Opportunities  

Womenôs Fellowship  

Spring Luncheon  

Women who have joined First Plymouth this 

past year will be honored at the Womenôs 

Fellowship Association spring salad luncheon 

on May 7. Linda Glenn, former church 

librarian, will talk about our library and 

recommend some great summer reading. 

 All women are invitedðbring a salad for 6-

8 to share. Please make your reservations in the 

church office by May 4 and direct any 

questions to the luncheon chair, Nini Post, at 

303-757-0316. 

 

Serendipity  
Serendipity will meet Monday, May 24, at  

1:00 p.m. in the Commons Room for a 

program on Graduated Care Facilities, 

including independent living, assisted living, 

and skilled nursing levels. Or will we remain in 

our homes until we're carried out? Come hear 

about what to consider in making these 

important decisions. Snacks provided; all 

welcome. Contact Sally Lund at 303-758-1581. 

 

The Group  
The Group will meet for an Open House at 

6:30 on Saturday, May 29, at the home of 

Ginnie Heddens, 3636 S. Holly Street. No 

reservation is necessary: bring hearty hors 

dôoeuvres, dessert, wine or your favorite dish.  

 Directions: From Hampden, turn south on 

Holly. After the stop sign at Jefferson, her 

house is the second on the left. Ginnieôs phone 

number is 303-756-5294. 

 

Thursday Afternoon Circle  
Thursday Afternoon Circle meets May 13 at 

1:00 p.m. for installation of new officers and 

our final program of the year: ñA Sunday 

Morning Flower Artist Tells Us How Itôs 

Done.ò Call Martha Edwards at 303-744-9402 

to reserve your place. 
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In Other News...  

A New (Old) Childrenôs Book 

 

A century-old newspaper article found in the church 

archives led to the discovery of a reprint of a book of 

childrenôs stories, Little Ten Minutes, written by the Rev. 

Frank T. Bayley, pastor of Plymouth Congregational Church 

from 1891 to 1917.  

 Rev. Bayley wrote these little morality tales for his own 

children and later read them to the children at church. 

Originally published in 1909 at the urging of the Womenôs 

Association of Plymouth Church, the book was later 

translated into Turkish and Armenian (3,000 copies each) 

and Spanish and was reprinted in English several times. 

While some of the stories are dated, most are timeless and 

an enterprising parent could easily find ways to bring them 

up to date. A copy of this book is in our library. 

 This tidbit from the First Plymouth archives was 

provided by Don Zeller, who is industriously organizing and 

cataloging the churchôs historical documents. Thanks, Don! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel Club  
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the May 1 meeting of the 

Travel Club has been canceled. Please join us in September 

when we start meeting again. Have a wonderful summer! 

 

Healing Touch  

On Thursday, May 20, the Healing Touch Group will meet 

to learn and practice Whole Body Balancing Through the 

Bones. This helps with body alignment, blood problems, and 

the release of vitality. We will meet in the Columbine Room 

at 7:00 p.m. Questions? Call Dianne Hornbrook at  

303-757-6996. 

 

Colorado Potters Guild  
Art Show and Sale  

 

Forty Colorado artists present more than 

2,000 original, handcrafted pieces of pot-

tery. In Plymouth Hall: 

 Thursday, May 6  
   5:00 p.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

 Friday, May 7   
   9:00 a.m. ï 8:00 p.m. 

 Saturday, May 8   
   9:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

MARS  
The Material Arts Recycling Society has 

had a busy winter. After delivering sixty 

handmade dolls and stuffed animals to 

Aurora Childrenôs Hospital in November, 

they have completed over one hundred more 

items this winter. 

 Come join us for our last meeting of the 

year on Thursday, May 21, at 9:30 a.m. No 

sewing talent needed! 


