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Looking forward:

| get a lot of comments from
church members, saying that
they’re proud of our youth and
how the youth program is going. |
thought it would be worth making
note of all the different people
whose effort goes into it:

+ The youth who show up each
week.

« The parents who make it a point
to get their kids here.

« The parents who prepare meals
for the youth, some of whom

prepare more than their fair
share.

Nanette Harland, who
coordinates the meal schedule
and convinces folks to sign up.
The parents who always come
through for driving when we
need them to get somewhere.
Folks who make donations to
the youth fund, to ensure that
we have the funds to do our
work.

The youth mentors who come
occasionally or every single
week.

Frank, who runs the youth choir.

I’m leaving the same photos in
from last time, because |
haven't taken any new ones.

« The church and outside groups
who help provide programming
for youth group.

Without all of these folks and
more, we couldn’t do what we do.
We need the help of every single
one of you to make this work, and
you always come through!

As this year draws to a close,
thanks to all who have made it
happen!

See you Sunday,
Eric.

college care packages...target trip...inclusivity’s first
Sunday...meeting the folks inclusivity brought...youth
sunday...confirmation retreat...more!



Summer Camp
(Various Dates)

The Rocky Mountain Conference holds
camps for youth across various weeks each
summer. Voyager Camp is for youth entering
grades 7 and 8, and is held July 31 - August 6.
MADD Camp is for youth entering grades
9-12, and is held July 10-16. The fee for both is
$455.

Registration information is available at the

conference website (http://www.rmcucc.org/
camps/campshome.htm) or from Eric.

Scholarships are available from both the
conference and First Plymouth on a need basis.
Don’t let cost be an obstacle!
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See? Same photos.

Billy Jonas Concert!
(May 1)

Billy Jonas is a singer-songwriter,
children’s musician, environmental activist, and
youth group favorite for his song “God Is In”
and his rendition of “Sanctuary,” both of which
we've used on mission trips and at youth
group.

Billy will be at First Plymouth on May 1st!
That morning, he'll be performing for the entire
church, following the 10 a.m. worship service.
That evening, he will lead us in a workshop for
the youth group, helping us learn to make
music and care about our world. YOU DO
NOT WANT TO MISS THIS. Mark it down.

Brian is still sleeping.

Five questions about
youth group logistics:

We usually start at 6:15, and finish at
8:30. Some special events may require
different times, which will be
announced ahead of time, over email.

All youth grades 6-12 are invited,
whether they and/or their families are
members of First Plymouth or not.

We do lots of fun stuff, some serious
stuff, some spiritual stuff, and quite a
bit of random stuff. We’ve been known
to make giant messes, spend time
praying, roll up our sleeves and work,
and accidentally fall asleep while
pretending to listen.

Our goal is always to make youth
group free. Occasionally, because of
special events or budget limitations, we
have to ask participants to bring $5 or
$10. This is always optional, however,
and if you don't have it, we'll cover
you.

I’'m in my fourth year and have been
beaten 3 or 4 times. So if you want to
be a hero, bring it.

Bonus Trivia:
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Nicole is still willing to
paperwhack you.

Here are some more
frequently asked
questions about youth

group:

Then Youth Choir is for you! Youth
Choir meets Sunday evenings just
before youth group, from 5:00 to
6:00, in the Odeon. You need not be

an awesome singer to join.

Nada. They’re here because they like
hanging out with you. Seriously.

Once upon a time, First Plymouth sent
huge groups to these things. These
days, it’s more like one or two
people. We can do better than that!
You should go because they’re a lot of Rites of Passqge
fun...it's a weekend in the woods with (May)

people from all over the conference,
having fun, sharing, learning some
things, and eating camp food. If you
want more information, ask!

Each spring, as the end of the school year approaches, we recognize several rites of

passage in the youth program. This year, the dates for these are:

o 5th Grade Orientation is May 8th. This is a youth group meeting that our rising 6th
graders are invited to attend-to help them become acclimated to youth group, and ready to

start in earnest in the fall.

That’s not a question either. But don’t o Confirmation Sunday is May 15th. Confirmation is a process undertaken by 8th graders
sweat it. Youth Group is open to

anyone and everyone, regardless of
where you might be on your journey.

(and sometimes older youth), by which they claim the Christian faith as their own and become
full members of the church. This year’s class will culminate their Confirmation experience on
May 15th, when they will become members of the church.

o Senior Sunday is May 15th as well. This is when we’ll recognize the seniors in worship,
and as a congregation wish them well on their way.

o The Senior Banquet is also May 15th. This is when, at the normal youth group time, we'll
Dld you know? take time to talk about each of our seniors individually and as a group. We'll have good food
(provided by the parents of the juniors) and a nice evening of honoring our seniors.

o The final youth group meeting of the year will be on May 22nd. We'll have a big cookout

(a group effort by all the parents; stay tuned for details) and a lot of fun.

So be sure to stick it out to the end of May, because if you don’t, you'll miss a lot of fun
stuff!




April and May

April 3: Youth Group
April 8-10: Conference Middle School Spring Retreat
April 10: Youth Group

April 17: Youth Group (WE WILL BEGIN AT 4 P.M. TONIGHT, to
accommodate a special program)

April 24: NO YOUTH GROUP (Easter)

May 1: Billy Jonas Concert (11:15); Billy Jonas at Youth Group
May 8: Youth Group (5th Grade Orientation)

May 15: Youth Group (Senior Banquet)

May 22: Final Youth Group meeting of the year

June and Beyond

TBA: Camping Trip

July 31 - August 6: Voyager Camp

August 3-10 2011: High School mission trip to Venezuela
August 10 - 16: MADD Camp

October 31-November 10, 2011: ltaly trip (see Eric for details)

Leftovers
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